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budget recommendation 


BHE goes against 
the Governor with 
higher budget plan 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Editor 


The budget process for the fiscal 
year of 2005 took a positive first step 
last week. A 9.6 percent budget 
increase for the fiscal year of 2005 
has been chosen and recommended 
to the Governor by the Board of 
Higher Education. The BHE voted 
to recommend a budget plan that was 
7.1 percent higher than the 
Governor’s proposal. 

During a meeting two weeks 
ago, the Fiscal Affairs Committee 
proposed a 9.6 percent increase in the 
schools of higher education’s budget. 


Gov. Mitt Romney had proposed a 
mere 2.5 percent increase. 

“The meeting surprised me 
because the Fiscal Affairs Committee 
has proposed a budget plan that goes 
against the Governor’s,” said 
President of NECC 
David Hartleb during 
a Board of Trustees 
meeting Dec. 1. 


The Governor 
himself appointed the 
Fiscal Affairs 


Committee members 
so they usually go 
along with what he 
says to be politically 
loyal to him, but this 
time they went 
against him with a 


its mission and to keep the system 
from being damaged,” said Hartleb, 
quoting words from the Fiscal A ffairs 
Committee meeting. 

With the recommended 9.6 per- 
cent increase in the budget, NECC 


of a 2.5 percent increase, NECC 
would only receive $100,000, which 
would leave the school’s budget neg- 
ative. 

“The money would be consumed 
by collective bargaining increases 
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We know how much [money] higher education 
needs to carry out its mission and to keep the 
system from being damaged. 


-Fiscal Affairs Committee 


higher budget recom- 
mendation. 

“We know how much [money] 
higher education needs to carry out 


Celebrating the holidays 
with the president 


Work to Rule fails to 
put damper on the 


holiday festivities 


By DustTIN LUCA 
News Editor 


On Dec. 8, NECC held its annual 
President’s Christmas Party, which 
this year consisted of catering by 
Corporate Chefs, holiday donations, 
and a special visit from Santa him- 
self. 

The party, held in the gymnasium 
in the sports and fitness center, start- 
ed at noon and by 12:30 p.m., more 
than 150 NECC staff, professors, and 
Eagle Security members were at the 
event, feasting on goodies like differ- 
ent types of salads, meatballs, chick- 
en, baked ziti, sandwich platters and 
an entire eight-foot-long table deco- 
rated with pies of all sorts. 

The party did not go down with- 
out controversy, however. As an 
added measure to Work-to-Rule, the 
well-known protest being staged by 


many professors at NECC in response 
to Governor Romney’s pay raise veto, 
union involved in the protest unani- 
mously agreed to not attend the event. 

This did not damper on the fun, 
however. 

Along with the food and various 
drinks provided for those who attend- 
ed, most of the participants also 
brought gifts, food, and toys for a 
donation going to the Emmaus House 
of Haverhill, a homeless shelter with 
people of all ages. 

Donations included stuffed ani- 
mals, toys for the youngest of chil- 
dren, candy, sports equipment, food 
items, books, dolls and even things as 
cool as a Spiderman suit. 

Also, at the event were some 
children from the daycare program 
on campus. Little did they know, 


though, that about midway into the © 


luncheon, they would have the 
opportunity to meet Santa Claus. 

It was an eventful and jolly day 
with plenty of food and good holiday 
cheer. Santa made his rounds to 
every table and wished all happy hol- 
idays. 


would receive $960,000. If the 
Board of higher Education had voted 
for the Governor’s recommendation 


and we would have to dip into our 
own budget to pay for other expens- 
es,” explained Hartleb. 


Though this is good news for the 
college, this is only the first step of a 
very After Gov. 
Romney receives the recommenda- 
tion from the BHE he has to send it to 
the legislature. The House of 
Representatives see the recommen- 
dation and discuss it then they pass it 
along to the Senate. 

“Because the House of Reps and 
the Senate don’t agree on anything, 
they will have to come up with a 
compromise,” said Hartleb. 

After the House of 
Representatives and the Senate agree 
on something or reach a conclusion, 
then the recommendation will end up 
back in the hands of the Governor. 
He then decides to pass or veto the 
budget. | Whichever he decides 
another process will begin again. 

The beginning of the fiscal year 
that this process will be affecting 
starts July 1, 2005. 


long process. 


President Hartleb, along with other NECC staff members, having fun at the 
President’s Christmas Party as Santa made his rounds to meet with everyone. 
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Higher Education 
should come first 


The Board of Higher 
Education is on our side. The last 
meeting held by the BHE was cru- 
cial for schools of higher educa- 
tion. This meeting focused on the 
budget for secondary schools and 
how much it will be increased for 
the fiscal year of 2005. 

Goy. Mitt Romney had pro- 
posed a 2.5 percent increase and 
the Fiscal Affairs Committee pro- 
posed a 9.6 percent increase. The 
Fiscal Affairs Committee found 
that 9.6 percent would be just 
enough to cover all important 
costs for higher education and 
they convinced the BHE to vote 
for that very option. 

Money seems to always be an 
issue no matter where you go, but 
education should not suffer 
because of it. We are very glad 
the BHE went against the 
Governor’s proposal and went for 
the bigger dollar. 

Over the past few years, 
NECC has been hit hard by 
Romney’s budget cuts. Back in 
March of 2003, Romney made a 
proposal to cut the budget of 
higher education by 36 percent, 


which equaled $3.4 million 

To make up for lost money, 
President of NECC David Hartleb 
had to raise tuition fees and make 
some cuts of his own, such as fir- 
ing teachers and cutting pro- 
grams. 

NECC used to have a full- 
time counseling program on cam- 
pus but that was one of the things 
that had to take a hike as the bud- 
get took a dive. 

The reason behind — the 
Governor’s idea to cut higher 
education budgets was to save the 
state money. Back in the begin- 
ning of 2003, Massachusetts was 
facing a $60 million dollar deficit 
during its fiscal year and up to $2 
billion for the next fiscal year, but 
why does education have to suf- 
fer, especially as much as $3.4 
million? 

Also, as we all know, Romney 
vetoed the funds for our teachers’ 
union that they rightly deserve 
and the college is suffering from 
their protests. 

The BHE has taken a big step 
with their 9.6 percent budget 
increase. Higher education is 
very important for we are the 
future and we should get the best 
education possible at whatever 


expense. 


Observer publication update 
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Is torture of the enemy ever 


Noemi Alvarez, Psychology 
No, just arrest them for their wrong- 


doing, there’s no need for torture. | 


think it’s cruel. 


justified? 


Micah Twombly, Liberal Arts 
Rarely. only if the person knows 
something that would cause a lo of 
suffering to people, then and ciily 
then would it be morally right, but 
generally, no. 


Professor of 


Susan Sanuers, 

English and Theater 
No, how do you know you're getting 
the real answer because they will say 
what you want to hear in order to 
escape the pain. It’s a violation of the 
Geneva Convention; it’s inhumane, 


Photos/Interviews by Makeeba Fraser and Brenda Bolduc 


Aaron Griswold, Physical Edu. 

If the enemy is not part of an orga- 
nized country then they aren’t part of 
the Geneva Convention so, yes, it 
would be okay. 


Josh Dallal, History Major 

Yes, but millions of lives have to be 
at stake, and the public must be 
made aware of the reason it was 
done, like a public hearing and if it 
wasn’t found to be justified then they 
need to be held accountable. 


Steve Mathis, English Professor 
No, being a former soldier myself, I 
wouldn’t want to be tortured if I was 
captured. We are supposed to send 
out the message of freedom and 
human rights. | was an Arabic 
Interragator for 4 years in the 80's. I 
never tortured anyone, bad idea. 


Prescription drug induced America 


By BRENDA BOLDUC 
Opinion Editor 


Prescription 
drugs are legal and 
seem to be consum- 


» ing America. No 
matter who you 
ask, their taking 


some kind of med- 
ication for some- 
site Whether it be for depression, 
anxiety, sexual dysfunction, mood 
stabilizers, allergies, attention deficit 
disorder, learning disorders, weight 
loss and so on. 

1 know these medications are to 
help people, but this country is 
becoming overwhelmed with what 
pills to use for what ailment. Are our 
doctors becoming brainwashed by 
the pharmaceutical companies into 
thinking their drug is the cure all of 
everything? 

According to the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA); 
“Most people who take prescription 
medications take them responsibly; 


however, the non-medical use or 
abuse of prescription drugs remains 
a serious public health concern. 
Certain prescription drugs - opioids, 
central nervous system (CNS) 
depressants, and stimulants - when 
abused, can alter the brain’s activity 
and lead to dependence and possibly 
addiction. 

An estimated 9 million people 
age 12 and older used prescription 
drugs for non-medical reasons in 
1999: more than a quarter of that 
number reported using prescription 
drugs non-medically for the first 
time in the previous year. We would 
like to reverse this trend by increas- 
ing awareness and promoting addi- 
tional research on this topic.” 

I don’t think society acknowl- 
edges prescription addiction. They 
figure, if the doctor gave them the 
prescription, then it must be okay. 
When in actuality it is becoming a 
growing problem in this country. 
When you think about a drug addict, 
you think about some down and out 
person living on the street, wasting 
away from their addiction. No one 


really talks about the teacher, store- 
owner or executive going from doc- 
tor to doctor to get his or her habit 
refilled legally. 

We trust our doctors, see ads on 
television, in newspapers and even 
hear them on the radio. What type of 
message is this sending to our future 
generations? 

Adults are always advocating to 
kids to stay away from drugs, drugs 
kill and ruin your life. Yet do par- 
ents ever question the doctors that 
are putting their children on medica- 
tion, or even themselves for that 
matter, | doubt it. 

The NIDA has also said that a 
recent national survey of primary 
care physicians and patients regard- 
ing substance abuse said that 46.6 
percent of physicians find it difficult 
to discuss prescription drug abuse 
with their patients. 

According. to the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA), their 
2001 National Survey on Drug 
Abuse indicated that the abuse of 
prescription drugs is rising rapidly in 


the United States. In fact, almost 3 
million young people age 12 to 17 
had used prescription medications 
non-medically in their lifetimes. 
Reports gathered from hospital 
emergency rooms bear out the break- 
neck rise of prescription drug abuse. 
Visits to emergency departments, for 
example, increased extensively from 
1994 to 2001 for narcotic prescrip- 
tion pain relievers. Visits naming 
oxycodone increased 352 percent; 
methadone 230 percent; morphine 
210 percent; and hydrocodone 131 
percent.” 

Some parents even ask their doc- 
tor to put their children on medica- 
tion because of bad behaviors, or 
they assume their child might be 
depressed, or better yet, their child’s 
teacher has told the parent that they 
are hyper and need medication. 

What ever happened to being an 
active five or seven year old? Are all 
children supposed to conform to 
each other in school, no one acting 
differently than the other? That is 
such a sad concept in my eyes Some 
of the brightest people in the world 


would have probably been put on 
some kind of medication and’ it’s 
quite possible they would of never 
been able to use their minds to the 
fullest potential because they were 
drug induced to conform to a certain 
way of thinking. 

With all the new medications 
being created to solve all our prob- 
lems, will some of these medications 
diminish our capability of basic cop- 
ing skills? Such as learning to deal 
with anxiety, finding out the real rea- 
sons for our depression, or mood 
swings. The reality of all this is; life 
is hard, we learn to cope the best 
way we can, not assume a drug will 
cure us. Don’t misunderstand me; 
some people who are properly diag- 
nosed need this medication to live, 
but the key to all this must always be 
“properly diagnosed.” 

You know yourself and your kids 
better than anyone; never take any- 
thing at face value, be the best advo- 
cate for your own health and the 
health of your family. 


ae 


Human rights goes 
both ways in war 


1 would like to respond to Ron 
Ferriera’s opinion piece on the tor- 
turing prisoners of war. 

| am not a scholar on the Geneva 
Convention but I do know a bit about 
it. Protecting the rights of POWs is 
meant to be a two way street. The 
way we treat prisoners sets the tone 
for what is acceptable in the treat- 
ment of American Military men and 
women captured as prisoners of war 
across the world. 

Lets throw human rights out the 
window when it comes to war is a 
very dangerous practice. September 
llth was a national tragedy, but it 
can not be an excuse to suspend the 


rights of human beings. 

Keep in mind these prisoners 
have not been tried nor convicted of 
any crime. As a former military 
spouse I feel it is of the utmost | 
importance that we be the example of | 
defenders of Human Rights and The | 
Geneva Convention for all nations. | 
When you advocate torture you must | 
be willing to accept the same for our | 
citizens. held prisoner around the 
world and I can not accept that. 


Teri Almquist 
Deaf Studies Staff 


Offended by radical opinion 


Let me tell you, it takes a lot for me to become offended, but whoever 
wrote this article has done it. | think it’s funny that “Ron Ferreira” is the only 
person who wrote in the opinion section who doesn’t have a picture next to 
his name. This is obviously because he knows that his opinion is a radical 
one, much like the radicals he talks about in his article who “don’t mind dying 


for Allah.” 


I think that Mr. Ferreira is quite possibly one of the most under-educated 


people I have ever met in my entire life. 


| was wondering how I could go 


around writing an article along the lines of “Ron Ferreira is an Idiot” or at 


least “Why Torture is Bad.” 
Thank You, 


Chris Belkas 


~ Hov to. submit a letter to the Observer 


"rh Onesies 
cation may 
_terin our 


welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publi- — 
be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off your let- 
newsroom, Jocaten, in Rm. APE AEE Seth PURO 


“All letters must be signed arid Vithide aphore teibec ox Sonics 
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Torturing is immoral and 
unjustified, even during war 


This letter is in response to an arti- 
cle by Ron Ferreira in the Observer of 
December 8, 2004, titled “Torturing 
Prisoners of War Shouldn’t Concern 
US Citizens.” Mr. Ferriera’s premise 
is that because of 9/11, our military’s 
use of torture is an efficient and justi- 
fiable method of achieving our objec- 
tives in Iraq and enhancing our own 
security. If the situation calls for tor- 
ture and many people’s lives are at 
stake, then Mr. Ferreira reasons, 
“screw the human rights aspect of 
people that live in some third world 
country half way around the world.” 

One has to wonder what differ- 
ence it would make in terms of human 
rights whether people live in the third 
world, or if their country is half way 
around the world. Is there a hierarchy 
of countries more deserving of human 
rights than others? Do some countries 
deserve less human rights than others 
presumably because they are poor and 
their distant voices cannot or will not 
be heard? Only Mr. Ferreira can 
answer that. 

While Mr. Ferreira’s advocacy of 
torture under certain circumstances is 
obviously rooted in his concern for his 
fellow Americans, he says “Human 
rights should go out the window when 
it comes to a war.” But can those 
countries who themselves have 
assumed the rcle of defenders of 
human rights practice torture? The 
ostensible goal of the American mili- 
tary presence is to build democracy 
and respect for legal standards in a 
place where there was none. Where 
does torture fit in? 

The fact is that torture has neither 
made the troops safer nor this nation’s 
objectives easier. Wars are fought not 
only on the battlefield, but in the 
hearts and minds of people. 
Propaganda is vitally important. The 
pictures now available all over the 
Internet of hoodings, beatings, rape, 
sexual humiliation, and electric shock 
have given the greatest propaganda 
advantage imaginable to Al Qaeda and 
radical Islamists. 

Instead of achieving anything pos- 
itive, the images have led to an 
increase in the number of our enemies. 


The prestigious ~~ London-based 
International Institute for Strategic 
Studies recently reported that recruit- 
ment for Al Qaeda has accelerated and 
made the world less safe. It estimates 
worldwide Al Qaeda membership now 
at 18,000, with 1,000 active in Iraq. 
The use of torture has divided the US 
and Britain from their allies; and allies 
are important because, despite the 
rantings of talk show hosts, a world- 
wide campaign against terrorism 
Tequires cooperation and coordination 
between many nations. Even more 
important, torture has caused both 
countries an irreparable loss of moral 
authority, and ultimately weakened the 
war on terrorism- which may in the 
long run cost more lives than the dubi- 
ous gains that came out of brutalizing 
and humiliating prisoners. 

Almost 400,000 Americans of my 
father’s generation lost their lives in 
order to set a precedent of human 
rights and dignity for generations to 
come. It was a precedent that should 
not be overridden. The Nuremberg 
war tribunals of the late 1940’s were 
the culmination of this process which 
gave a voice to those who had paid 
such a tremendous price. Nazi war 
criminals were tried for horrific med- 
ical experimentation on humans, use 
of slave labor, plunder of private prop- 
erty, mass murder of civilians, the 
manufacture of chemical weapons, 
and of course the widespread torture 
of POWs. At the trail, the Nazis pre- 
sented well-constructed rationaliza- 
tions to explain away their atrocities. 
But the verdict of those trials demon- 
strated the moral resolve in the 
unequivocal repudiation of torture by 
the free world- as well as a reminder 
that if individual governments permit 
individuals to do this, then the world 
will hold them accountable to a higher 
moral standard. 

If we lose this moral high ground 
by condoning and codifying the tor- 
ture of POWs, we will have stumbled 
toward another Vietnam, where the 
US forces won every major battle, 
killed a million people, dropped more 
bombs on this tiny country than were 
dropped on all countries in all previ- 


ous wars in the history of the world, 
and still went home in defeat. 

The founding fathers were no 
strangers to this question. That’s why 
they wrote the prohibition against 
cruel and unusual punishment into the 
Constitution. Of course they could 
have said that torture could be allowed 
by police under very special circum- 
stances- in order to insure public safe- 
ty where many people’s lives are at 
stake. But they didn’t because they 
knew where this could lead. Look 
around at the world today and you will 
see many countries that -in the name 
of internal security- tolerate extrajudi- 
cial executions, disappearances, arbi- 
trary arrest and detention and, like Mr. 
Ferriera, see the observance and 
enforcement of human rights as a 
needless obstacle that hinders their 
security needs. 

Finally, it is debatable that torture 
works at all. First of all, some people 
are actually able to withstand it, and 
the majority of people who cannot will 
give any answer to their questioners to 
stop the torment. Moreover, torture 
corrupts the people who do it. Look 
closely at the faces of the people in 
those digital photos from Abu Ghraib. 
The soldiers are not conducting torture 
with dispassionate professionalism or 
a sense of military discipline. Instead 
they are smiling sadistically, taking 
photos, caught up in the situation. 
Those faces should remind us that the 
veneer of civilization is indeed thin, 
and the consequences of removing 
restraint are unpredictable. 

C.G. Jung wrote,” The healthy 
man does not torture others- generally 
it is the tortured who turn into tortur- 
ers.” Show me a country that passive- 
ly condones torture - for any reason at 
all- and I'll show you a country that 
you wouldn’t want to live in. 


Mark Palermo 
Professor, ESL Department 


More letters on 
pages 4&5 
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Christmas celebrates family and friends, not gifts 


By GLENNYS SANCHEZ 
Columnist 


Christmas 
is a time of 
joy and bless- 
ings. It is the 
time of the 
year for being 
grateful about 
what you 
have achieved 
intellectually 
and spiritually throughout the year. It 
is the perfect time for recapitulation 
and reflection upon our past, present, 
and future. 

Unfortunately, what most people 
interpret as Christmas time is spend- 
ing lots and lots of money on gift 
buying, instead of considering what 
the real meaning of Christmas is. Our 
society suffers from a dangerous dis- 
ease that takes away the real magic of 
Christmas:“Christmas 
Commercialization”. 

Nowadays, Christmas time is a 
synonym of corporations and all kind 
of businesses making millions of dol- 
lars, and we as consumers buying the 
most expensive items we can afford. 


Now, Santa is a symbol of con- 
sumerism and capitalist productivity, 
and the traditional jingle bells have 
been replaced for the jingle of the 
cash registers. 

Definitely, gift giving is a way of 
displaying acts of kindness and joy. 
But, the material part is not the most 
important one. We can show our love 
and affection to our relatives and 
friends through many different ways 
without over-spending money or get- 
ting in debt. We, as human beings, 
have tons of blessings that we can 
share with our beloved ones. Let’s 
give them the gift of attention, love, 
affection, solidarity, joy, and peace. 

If this sounds too much, simply 
express your appreciation through 
the writing of a simple note that 
states your sentiments. It will not 
cost you hundreds of dollars; it will 
not cost you even a cent. 

If you are not convinced, consid- 
er the example of parents buying 
expensive gifts for their children 
because they feel guilty for neglect- 
ing them while working outside 
home most of the time. Therefore, 
Christmas time becomes the right 
time to relief that guilt through the 
expensive and unnecessary presents. 

Most of these kids need more 
attention and caring rather than the 
bunch of toys they receive every 
year. Usually, these gifts go away, 
but the priceless gift of receiving 


love and attention never go away; 
sticks to your mind for a life time. 

Essentially, the 
Christmas time should not be burn 
out by commercialization and all the 
new trends that globalization brings. 

This Christmas time, let’s give 
our relatives the gifts that do not take 
out of our pocket even a penny, let’s 
give them the gifts that come from 
our soul. 


Navidad es un tiempo de regoci- 
jo y bendicion. Es la epoca del ano 
para sentirnos agradecidos sobre las 
cosas que hemos logrado inteiectual- 
mente y espiritualmente a través del 


ano. Es la época perfecta para la 
recapitulacion y reflexion sobre nue- 
pasado, presente y futuro. 
Desafortunadamente, lo que comun- 
mente la mayoria de personas entien- 
den como época navidena es gastar 
una cantidad exagerada de dinero en 
comprar regalos. Al contrario, olvi- 
dan el verdadero significado de la 
Navidad. Nuestra sociedad padece de 
una peligrosa enfermedad que roba la 
verdadera magia de la Navidad. Esta 
enfermedad es la“ Comercializacion 
Navidefia”. Hoy en dia, la época 
navidena es sindnimo de empresas y 
negocios de toda naturaleza pro- 
duciendo millones de dolares, y 


stro 


meaning of 


ime 


Desafortunadamente, lo que 
comunmente la mayoria de 
personas entienden como 
época navidena es gastar 
una cantidad exagerada de 
dinero en comprar regalos. 


nosotros los consumidores compran- 
do los articulos mas caros que nue- 
stros bolsillos pueden alcanzar. En el 
presente, Papa Noé es simbolo de 
consumismo y productividad capital- 
ista, y las tradicionales campanas de 
cascabel han sido reemplazadas por 
el cascabel de las cajas registradoras. 
Definitivamente, regalar es una 
forma de demostrar actos de bondad 
y alegria. Pero, la parte material de 
este acto no es la mas importante. 
Nosotros podemos demostrar nuestro 
amor y afecto a nuestros parientes y 
amigos a través de diferentes formas 
sin tener que malgastar y endeu- 
darnos. Como seres humanos, cada 
uno de nosotros poseemos increibles 
bendiciones que podemos compartir 
con nuestros seres  queridos. 
Brindemoles el regalo de la atencion, 
el afecto, la solidaridad, la alegria y 
la paz. Si esto parece mucho, simple- 
mente exprésemosles nuestra apre- 


ciacion a través de una simple nota 
que destape todos nuestros sen- 
timientos. Esto no nos-costara cientos 
de délares, ni siquiera nos costara un 
centavo. Si no estas covencido, con- 
sidera el ejemplo de aquellos padres 
que compran regalos exagerada- 
mente caros a sus hijos ya que se 
sienten culpables por el literal aban- 
dono que ellos sufren debido a la 
cantidad de tiempo que los padres 
invierten trabajando. Por lo tanto, la 
época navidena se convierte en el 
momento mas apropiado para aliviar 
todo ese sentimiento de culpa a 
través de los innecesarios y caros 
presentes. La mayor parte de estos 
ninos urgen por mas atencion y 
cuidado, y no por la cantidad de 
juguetes y articulos innecesarios que 
reciben cada ano. Usualmente, estos 
regalos se esfuman, pero el regalo 
sin precio de recibir amor y atencion 
nunca se esfuma. Esto permanece en 
nuestra memoria por toda una vida. 
Esencialmente, el verdadero signifi- 
cado de la Navidad no debe ser con- 
sumido por la comercializacion y 
todas las nuevas tendencias que la 
globalizacion conlleva. En esta época 
de Navidad, démosles a nuestra 
familia y amigos aquellos regalos 
que no nos sacan ni siquiera un cen- 
tavo de nuestros bolsillos, regalé- 
mosles los regalos que provienen del 
alma. 


Fight over Evolution still exists 
a 


Questions on how to 
teach Theory of 
Evolution in schools 


By Scott LEE 
Contributing Reporter 


Political and religious divisions 
have becomestrong since the recent 
election. Drumming up such quarrels 
as the debate over Evolution versus 
Creationism. 

Recently, some school boards 
have once again been petitioned to 
either remove or reform how the 
TheoryOf Evolution is taught. The 
truth of the matter is that the Theory of 
Evolution is one of the most well- 
proven theories in modern science 
when it comes to evidence and testing. 
So much that even Pope John Paul II 


Ways 


By LIANE AMICO 
Contributing Reporter 


Have you ever tried to go shopping 
at the mall a few days before 
Christmas? The malls are always 
packed and more than likely there are a 
few cranky shoppers who are either 
pushing people over to get to their sales 
item or complaining about the long 
lines at the check out. Maybe you are 
even one of those shoppers. 

How about trying to find a parking 
space in the overly stuffed parking lot 
on one of those days? It is practically 
impossible. Just the thought makes me 
queasy. 

In my opinion, way too many peo- 
ple give into what I like to call Holiday 
Stress Syndrome. What people really 
should be doing is rejoicing and spend- 
ing time with loved ones. Christmas 
only comes once a year, so why not 
enjoy the holidays to the fullest? 


in a statement to the general media 
remarked that The Theory of 
Evolution is “more than just a theory.” 
And yet, a recent poll conducted by the 
Boston Globe showed that 43% of 
Americans believe that Creationism is 
responsible for man being on Earth. 
Something does not add up. 

Could it be that these are the same 
people who, even after Bush admitted 
there were no weapons of mass 
destruction in Iraq, still believe there 
are WMD in Iraq? One might suspect 
that these beliefs exist only in the Deep 
South, but upon interview with local 
Students you'd find mixed reviews. 
Karina O,Donnell is a_ practicing 
Christian and when questioned on the 
subject revealed that she indeed 
believed in Creationism. She did agree 
that evolution had evidence But 
argued, “it had to start somewhere and 
I believe that God was the origin.” She 


acknowledged some of the Conflicts 
in the Bible saying, “there are faults 
within the bible, but that’s due to the 
reality dealing with human imperfec- 
tion, not the spiritual beliefs held with- 
in; for example, the birth of Christ and 
the disciples that’s obviously a truth. 
The belief the earth was created in 6 
days and rested on the 7th? Now that’s 
where the controversy lies, but that’s 
where faith steps in.” 

Sam Harden is another local stu- 
dent and a practicing Christian. And 
yet, when faced with the question: 
Which do you believe in, Evolution or 
Creationism? He stated 
simply,”Evolution.” Intending to 
probe further into why there was a dif- 
ference he again answered simply, 
“Evolution has much more evidence.” 

It is obvious that there are serious 
differences of opinion when it comes 
to this age-old argument even between 


Creationism 


is Christianity’s best 


explanation for the origin of man and 
as such it should be taught in Church. 


Christians. Hopefully it will be just as 
obvious for everyone to see the con- 
flicts with teaching Creationism in 
school. Evolution is science’s best 
explanation for the origin of man, and 
as such it should be taught in school. 
Creationism is Christianity’s best 
explanation for the origin of man and 
as such it should be taught in Church. 

Many Christian activists are ask- 
ing for Creationism to be taught in 
class side by side stating that it is only 
fair children see both sides of the story. 


And yet, no one sees them taking ini- 
tiative to teach Evolution in Sunday 
school. These types of differences are 
what make this country great. But this 
type of religious conflict is exactly 
why the founding fathers had the wis- 
dom and foresight to put “separation 
of Church andstate” in the 
Constitution. Let us hope that we as a 
people have the wisdom to keep sci- 
ence in the lab and religion out of the 
classroom. 


o eliminate holiday stress 


This year don’t just go though the 
motions and regular holiday routines 
with a glum look on your face. Get 
into the holiday spint. I'll give you 
some pointers. 

First, set the tone with some holi- 
day music. Whether it is “Frosty the 
Snowman” or a newer holiday hit, it is 
sure to defrost your heart and get you 
into the mood. 

Another idea is to take the family 
to see a Christmas movie. Some great 
movies out right now are “Polar 
Express,” which is about a train that 
took the little children to the North Pole 
and “Christmas With the Kranks.” 

If you don’t have extra money to 
go to the theaters, you can even go to 
your public library and rent holiday 
movies for free. Better yet, you can 
catch a Christmas special at home on 
television. 

The next step to a successful 
Christmas is to make your holiday lists. 
These should include three lists; one 


for greeting cards, one for gifts, and 
one for gifts that you may like to 
receive, just in case someone asks you 
what you would like. 

So many people overlook sending 
holiday greeting cards. Yet, in my 
opinion, this is the single most impor- 
tant thing that should not be forgotten. 
Even if you don’t have tons of money 
to buy everyone gifts, at least send-a 
card. It really is the thought that counts 
and it is so nice to be acknowledged. 
The person who receives the card will 
be happy that you did not forget them. 

The next important step is decorat- 
ing the house. My mother’s house is a 
prime example. The day after 
Thanksgiving, all of the Christmas dec- 
orations come out. There are stock- 
ings, snowmen placemats, Santa salt 
and pepper shakers, holiday lamps and 
candles, wreaths, and just everything 
you could think of. 

It doesn’t really matter, though, 
what or how much you decorate. Even 


if you make a small effort and pull out 
one or two holiday items, I guarantee it 
will cheer you up and put you in the 
mood. 

Another must if you celebrate 
Christmas is to get a tree. A real tree is 
wonderful and smells of lovely pine. 
Yet, they can be quite messy to clean 
up and are not practical for everyone. 
So, if the mess is something you would 
like to avoid, get a fake tree. They look 


just as nice, although they may be 


skghtly more expensive, plus they last 
for years. Either way, it is a must at this 
time of year. 

The most stressful aspect of 
Christmas time is buying presents. It 
can be difficult to find the right gift for 
someone or even the time, energy, or 
money to shop. 

The solution is to start shopping 
early so you don’t become that crazy, 
frantic shopper I described earlier. 
That way you can beat the crowds, plus 
you will have more of a selection to 


choose from. Make sure you are rest- 
ed before shopping and try to get as 
much shopping as you can get done in 
one day. 

While spending money, be practi- 
cal. It is so important to be honest with 
yourself if you can’t afford to buy 
everyone on your list a present. Buy 
for the people you are closest to, 
maybe your immediate family and best 
friends. 

There are many inexpensive 
things you can do. You can, for exam- 
ple, have a mug personalized and fill it 
with candies. Or you can bake bread or 
cake and wrap it nicely with a ribbon. 
The idea is to at least acknowledge 
everyone on your list. 

Christmas is back and it is time to 
embrace it. Don’t be a stressed out, last 
minute shopper or a Christmas 
scrooge. Enjoy this warm end-of-the- 
year holiday because before we know 
it, it will be 2005 and we will have to 
wait yet another year to celebrate. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20515 


MARTIN T. MEEHAN 
FietH District 


MASSACHUSETTS December o 2004 
Mr. David Hartleb 
President 
Northern Essex Community College 
Elliott Way 


Haverhill, Massachusetts 01830 


Dear President Hartleb: 


Please accept my congratulations on the gold medalist certificate recently 
awarded to The Northern Essex Community Observer by the Columbia 
Scholastic Press Association of Columbia University. This well-deserved 
honor attests to the continuing high quality of Northen Essex Community 
College’s academic programs. 


We are fortunate indeed to have NECC providing a great educational 
foundation to so many students in our community. As always, please do not 
hesitate to contact me if I can assist you in any way. 


Sincerely, 


fly isha 


MARTY MEEHAN 
Member of Congress 


UPS & YOU. 


WORKING TOGETHER AS ONE TEAM 
WITH NORTHERN ESSEX STUDENTS. 


Individuals with leadership potential can look forward 
to a rewarding career at UPS. Call us today and explore 
the benefits of working at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 
as a Part-Time Package Handler. 
(Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs.) 


I’m sorry, but how ignorant can 
you be to say such horrible things? 
Everyone has a right to their opinion, 
but you went way overboard. 

First of all, people should care 
about people in those ‘third world 
countries.’ They’re humans too. Not 
everyone is a terrorist. 

Besides that, this war isn’t just. 
The Bush administration was wrong 
to jump in and go overseas. There 
wasn’t enough proof and facts to go 
invade another country. Who the hell 
are we to invade another country and 
tell them their way of life is wrong? 
We’re in Iraq when the terrorists 
were from Afghanistan. We’re in the 
wrong country, and | think by staying 
there, the people in that country will 
get angrier, which will cause more 
attacks. 

Many people and troops are 
dying in a war that cannot be won. 
How do you fight terrorism? Al- 
Qaeda is not the only terrorist group 
in the world. What if their reasons 
for destroying our buildings and 
killing people were justified? Don’t 
get me wrong, 9/11 was an awful 
day, but us Americans aren’t exactly 
the most ethical people. We are a 
very greedy country. We take so 
much from other countries. Is that 
right? You wonder why people are 
so mad at us, we think we’re better 
than everyone else. 

Torturing people is not the best 
way to get answers. Terrorists just 
want to be heard, so why don’t we 
make a forum for them to be heard? 
Maybe they have good reason to feel 
the way they feel. I don’t condone 


Third World countries 
have rights too 


terrorist actions, there are other ways 
to get attention, but sometimes they 
feel it is the only way to be heard. 

You also say to go after a terror- 
ist’s family. Do you realize a lot of 
their families have nothing to do with 
the terrorist actions their family 
member is making? Some of them 
want nothing to do with them so it is 
not fair to go after their families. 
Torturing innocent people is inhu- 
mane. Torturing anyone is inhu- 
mane. 9/11 wasn’t the most inhu- 
mane thing that ever happened in his- 
tory. Do you remember dropping 
bombs in Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
during World War II? We did that. 
We killed so many innocent women 
and children. Aren’t we inhumane? 
Are we terrorist? Think about it. 

You’re all about the U.S. and our 
rights. Other people have rights too! 
Get over yourself and get all the facts 
before you decide to write anything 
in a newspaper. 

Human rights in any country are 
important. To think it isn’t is igno- 
rant and wrong. How can you justi- 
fy Bush’s actions? Do you know him 
personally? I don’t think his admin- 
istration has done the right thing 
when it comes to this war, I could go 
on and on about how stupid your arti- 
cle was but I think I’ve said enough. 
Except that you are the one who 
needs to shut up! 


Michelle Milliken 
Student 


GREAT STARTING WEEKLY PAY * MEDICAL & DENTAL 
401(K) * HOLIDAYS OFF * PAID VACATIONS 
UPS BONUS PROGRAM * AND MUCH MORE!!! 


ean s\get up to 91,500 “rer semester 


LEARN 


Program| IN COLLEGE EDUCATION ASSISTANCE!!! 


* UPS Earn & Learn Program guideline: apply. 


Apply Online: www.upsjobs.com 


Visit The UPS Employment Office In The Career Development Center 

Haverhill Campus + C Building + 3“ Floor * Room 300 

Office Hours: Tuesdays 11 AM to 1 PM + Wednesdays Noon to 2 PM 

: or 
Set Up An Appointment With Your Northern Essex Community College 
On-Campus Recruiter, Call Our Phone Mail: 
David (Haverhill Campus}: 978-441-3691 Ext. 4021 
Enrique (Lawrence Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4066 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 


UPS wl Oe UPS beds rt ae regenera redeworiy of United Percel Service of Amerkca Fe Al og couerved 
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Ford recalls 474,000 
Escape SUVs for 
accelerator problem 


DEARBORN, Mich. (AP) 
Ford Motor Co. said Friday it is 
recalling about 474,000 Ford 
Escape sport utility vehicles world- 
wide because of an accelerator 
problem that can cause the engine 
to race. The automaker said it does 
not know of any accidents or 
injuries related to the problem. 

The recalled vehicles are from 
model years 2002 to 2004, and the 
vast majority are in the United 
States, Ford spokeswoman Kristen 
Kinley said. 

In some cases, Kinley said, a 
liner over the accelerator cable may 
prevent the engine from returning 
to idle. Owners will be notified by 
Ford and can have the cable 
replaced at no cost. 


Florida orange, grape 
fruit crops will be the 
smallest in years 


ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) 
Florida's hurricane-damaged 
grapefruit crop this season will be 
the smallest since the Depression, 
and its orange crop the worst in 13 
years, officials said in a forecast 
issued Friday. 

That raises the prospect of 
higher prices for orange juice at the 
supermarket and a shortage of 
grapefruit juice. The forecast was 
even worse that the previous esti- 
mate, made in October, because of 
more fruit dropping from trees in 
the months since three hurricanes 
blew through the state's citrus- 
growing areas. 


Hospitals covering over 
LiveStrong bracelets due to 
possibilities of a mix-up 


TAMPA, Fla. (AP) A hospital 
chain is taping over patients' 
LiveStrong wristbands because 
they are yellow—the same color as 
the “do not resuscitate” bands it 
puts on patients who do not want to 
be saved if their heart stops. 

No mix-ups have been report- 
ed, but BayCare Health Systems 
officials do not want to take any 
chances. 

The popular LiveStrong rubber 
bracelets are sold through the 
Lance Armstrong Foundation as 
part of the champion bicycle racer's 
efforts to raise money for cancer 
research. 

“It could be confusing, partic- 
ularly in the situation of a code or a 
cardiac arrest where people have to 
think very quickly," said Lisa 
Johnson, vice president of patient 
services at Morton Plant Mease 
Health Care, which is part of the 
chain. ‘We wouldn't want to mis- 
take a Lance Armstrong bracelet 
and not resuscitate someone we're 
supposed to.” 


Dec. 15, 2004 


Group promotes peace 


Merrimack Valley 
People for Peace 
visit NECC 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Editor 


For their most recent meeting the 
Contemporary Affairs Club invited 
speakers from the organization The 
Merrimack Valley People for Peace to 
speak to its members about war and 
violence in the world. The MVPP is 
a group that focuses on spreading the 
message that war will eventually lead 
to worldwide destruction and the end 
to our existence. 

“If we want to survive we have to 
stop this. Any war can turn into a 
nuclear war,” said MVPP member 
Jane Cadarette. 

Cadarette is also a member of the 
group Women in Black. This group 
of women dress in all black to repre- 
sent the death that was a result of war 
and violence. Her main interest for 
joining the MVPP was due to her days 
living through the Cuban Missile 
Crisis. 

“L can remember the very reason 
why I became involved in this group. 
The night that my hus- 
band and I moved into 
our new home and | 
was pregnant with our 
first child was a very 
special night for me. 
We had a new life with 
a new home, but I 
remember thinking 
before I went to bed, 
will we wake up in the 
morning,” said 
Cadarette, remember- 
ing when the Cuban 
missiles were pointed 
at the United States. 

The MVPP goes to 
people’s houses and 
presents information 
about what they do and 
what they believe. 

“We express the 
dangers of the world 
and we offer our hope,” 
said Cadarette. 

The MVPP is a public outreach 
group to inform and educate people 
about the violent and dangerous 
world we live in due to the pressures 
of war. 

To finish up her speech, Cadarette 


ASL club 


Two Red Sox gift 
baskets were on the 
line via raffle tickets 


By DusTIN LUCA 
News Editor 


On Monday and Tuesday, Dec. 13 
and 14, the American Sign Language 
Club held a small raffle fundraiser in 
the lobby of the C Building to raise 
funds for future ASL events occurring 
on campus, in which they sold over 
60 raffle tickets in the first day alone. 

“We have a Deaf Culture Festival 
going on at the end of the school year, 
sometime between March and May,” 
said Rosie Welby, a member of the 
ASL club. At the time, a date and 
location for the event have not been 
set, though details are currently being 
worked out. 


emphasized a fact that she read out of 
the book “New Nuclear Danger,” 
written by Helen Caldicott. 

“There are enough arsenals on 
Earth to over-kill everyone on this 
planet 32 times,” read Cadarette. 

After Cadarette left a strong 
impression on the Contemporary 
Affairs members, MVPP member, 
Rebecca Backman, took over to dis- 
cuss how everyone in this world is 
alike and living for the same reasons. 


gravestones...shattered 
bodies...depression.”” 

The work of Butler amused the 
club members with his satirical litera- 
ture on his views of the war he fought. 
Butler mentioned that a lot of the 
weapons used against American sol- 
diers were bought by the enemy from 
the U.S. and many more of this coun- 
try’s products were sold to the enemy 
all to make a buck. Another interest- 
ing piece of information Backman 


Sate ee a a 


There are enough arsenals to over-kill 
everyone on this planet 32 times. 


-Jane Cadarette 


“After traveling around this 
world and then some, I have come to 
the conclusion that we are more alike 
than not. We are all striving for the 
same thing within our different cul- 
tures, to provide for ourselves and our 
children,” said Backman. 

Backman read a lot of interesting 
excerpts from the book “Life is a 
Racket,” by former and late Marine 


Members of the Merrimack Valley People for 
Peace stand with flags and photos of loved 
ones during a vigil. 


Smedley Butler who served prior and 
during World War 1. 

Backman read, “War is only to 
benefit few at the expense of 
many...war brings newly placed 


merrimackvalleypeopleforpeace.org courtesy photo 


read was that the soldiers use to 
receive prize money for their good 
deeds as a reward. To save money, 
medals were rewarded instead “to 
decorate the men.” 

The U.S. had stressed on the 
country that it the mght American 
thing to do to sign up for the service, 
those who didn’t were looked down 
upon, 

“After patriotism 
was stuffed down their 
throat, the men would 
earn $30 a month to 
leave behind loved 
ones, live in trenches, 
starve, kill, kill, and kill 
and be killed,” said 
Backman. 

During her travels 
throughout the world, 
Backman visited hospi- 
tals to treat wounded 
war veterans. 

“These under-fund- 
ed veteran hospitals 
housed wasted human 
beings who were once 
lively people,” said 
Backman. “What does 
war solve? - nothing. | 
quote Gandhi ‘An eye 
for an eye makes the 
world go blind.”” 

To end the discus- 
sion Cadarette advised the members, 
“ War didn’t have to happen. We have 
to change our way of thinking or we 
will be in an unparalleled world of 
catastrophe.” 


holds fundraiser 


At the conclusion of Monday's 
raffle, Welby and Shannon Dempsey, 
another member of ASL, had sold just 
over $60 in raffle tickets for the two 
prizes: Boston Red Sox Gift Baskets. 

The two baskets being raffled off 
are designed for each a girl and a boy. 
Each basket includes a replica of the 
World Series Championship trophy, 
the official MLB World Series 2004 
DVD, candy, Red Sox mugs accom- 
panied by tea bags and hot chocolate 
makings and a gender-specific hat. 
The boys hat was the traditional blue 
hat with red logo, and the girls hat 
was all pink. 

“In the spring, we are going to 
have a Krispy Kreme fundraiser,” 
said Dempsey. 

Along with the ongoing fundrais- 
ers to help support the Deaf Culture 
Festival going on at the conclusion of 
the Spring 2005 semester, the ASL 
Club holds meetings every Friday in 
room C311 to discuss fundraisers, 


events and other matters relevant to 
the ASL Club. 


ASL Members Rosie Welby 
and Shannon Dempsey 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


OPEC approves cutting 
oil production 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP) Seeking 
to keep prices up without having 
them explode, OPEC agreed 
Friday to reduce its daily oil out- 
put by | million barrels a day, and 
reserved the right to cut deeper 
early next year if crude turns 
much cheaper than now. 

The move represented a deci- 
sion by OPEC to go down the 
middle, in a bid to prevent further 
revenue losses amid a recent 
downward price trend, while try- 
ing to reduce the kind of volatility 
that rocketed prices up to record 
highs earlier this year, leading 
producers scrambling to meet 
demand. 

If effective, the output reduc- 
tion would scale back output to 
the group's overall ceiling of 27 
million barrels a day. 


Halliburton’s Iraqi work 
orders hit $10 billion mark 


WASHINGTON (AP) The 
largest U.S. contractor in Iraq, 
Halliburton Co., has passed the 
$10 billion mark in work orders 
from the American Army for ser- 
vices supporting troops and 
rebuilding the country's oil indus- 
try. 

The Army has ordered $8.3 
billion worth of work from 
Halliburton under a contract to 
support soldiers with meals, 
housing, laundry and other ser- 
vices. Halliburton got $2.5 bil- 
lion more in work from the 
Army Corps of Engineers to put 
out oil well fires and shore up 
Iraq's dilapidated oil infrastruc- 
ture. 

Allegations of financial mis- 
deeds, including corruption and 
overcharging, have led to crimi- 
nal, congressional and Pentagon 
investigations of Halliburton's 
work in Iraq. 


30 Christians detained, 
24 police wounded 
after protests flare 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP) More 
than 30 Egyptian Christians were 
detained and 24 riot police were 
injured during a furious demon- 
stration that lasted into Thursday 
over a woman's alleged forced 
conversion—a story that Egyptian 
authorities insisted was not true. 

Thousands of Egyptian 
Christians took over the com- 
pound of the Coptic Orthodox 
cathedral in Cairo's Abbasiya dis- 
trict until the early hours of 
Thursday, waving wooden crosses 
and chanting slogans calling for 
Egyptian authorities to return the 
woman. The protesters contend 
that Wafaa Constantine, the wife 
of a priest, was kidnapped to force 
her to convert to Islam. 

The protests began Sunday as 
word spread that Constantine, 
from the small town of Abou al- 
Matameer about 84 miles north of 
Cairo, was forced by her Muslim 
boss in the civil service to convert. 
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NECC Observer Spring 
2005 Publication schedule 


The first issue of the NECC 
Observer for the Spring 2005 
semester, issue 9 of volume 66, 
will be published Jan. 26 to coin- 
cide with the beginning of classes. 
For anybody wishing to submit 
articles, letters or campus briefs to 
possibly be run in issue 9, please 
have all entries submitted to either 
the newsroom, located in rooms 
C222A-B, or through an email to 
observer(@necc.mass.edu, by Jan. 
19. 

Additional publishing dates 
for the Spring 2005 semester will 
be as follows: 

Issue 10: Feb. 2 

Issue 11: Feb. 16 

Issue 12: Mar. 2 

Issue 13: Mar. 30 

Issue 14: April 13 

Issue 15: April 27 

Issue 16: May 11 

Article and campus brief 
deadlines for each issue are the 
Wednesday prior to publishing. 
Any further questions regarding 
this schedule can be directed via 
email to observer(@nece.mass.edu. 


Women of NECC hosts 
“The Clothes Closet” 


On Nov. 1, 2004 and Dec. 6, 
2004, the Women of NECC held a 
clothing sale in the lobby area of 
the C building on the Haverhill 
campus. The clothing for sale was 
donated by kind-hearted individu- 
als within the community, and 
money from the sales went to the 
NECC for use on Academic 
Scholarships and Student 
Programs. 

The Women of NECC has 
three more clothing sale events 
occuring this academic school 
year, and they are as follows: 

Monday, Feb. 2, 2005 

Monday, Mar. |, 2005 

Monday, Apr. 5, 2005 

The three events will run from 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.. Those 
wishing to donate clothing for this 
effort can contact Christina Slack 
at (978) 556-3789. 


Healthy living at NECC 


Many people tend to gain 
weight during the holidays with 
its tempting goodies and treats. 
NECC has a month long winter 
break which means a break in a 
lot of people’s diets as well. 

The NECC Wellness and 
Fitness Center is holding 
Wellness programs to keep all 
and everyone healthy and to get 
back on track with their diet and 
exercise programs. 

How to Stick to an Exercise 
Program, Feb. 2; Fitness for our 
Kids, Feb. 16; Creative Healthy 
Eating, March 23; Be Your Own 
Nutritionalist, April 6. 

All begin at 11 am and end at 
1 pm in the Spurk lobby. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please email information to 


observer@necc.mass.edu Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Club helps NECC with raffle 


Student Senate raises 


money from raffle to 
help NECC 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Editor 


The Student Senate has been 
hard at work again as they have been 
selling raffle tickets to raise money 
to donate to good causes. Half of 
the proceeds collected will be put 
towards the college. 30 percent of 
the proceeds will be going towards 
the reconstruction of Lecture Hall A 
and 20 percent will be going 
towards a trust fund of the student 
center on a future date. The remain- 
ing 50 percent of the proceeds will 
be put towards breast cancer 
research, 

“We are selling a lot [raffle tick- 
ets]. They are flying like hot cakes,” 


said Student 
Senate President 
Lisa Cincotta. 
The idea was 
brought up at a 
meeting and 
voted on. To the 
member’s 
approval the sell- 
ing of raffle tick- 
ets would begin 
soon after for a 
week. Winners 
of the raffle were 
picked during the 
Seasonal 
Celebration and 


Children’s Donated prizes loaded the table at the Seasonal 
Party Celebration soon to be given to winners of the raffle. 


Holiday 
Wednesday, Dec. 
8. 

All of the prizes, ranging from a 
free pizza from Tripoli’s to passes to 
nearby cinemas and a $50 gift card 
to Verizon Wireless, were donated 


Dustin Luca photo 


by local businesses. 

“Local area businesses donated 
gifts. Members called and went 
around to ask for donations. Most of 
all [of them] wanted to contribute,” 


said Nancy Begian, a 
member of the senate. 

The table at the 
Seasonal Celebration 
was loaded with goodies 
and gifts all to be given 
away to raffle ticket 
buyers. 

The Student Senate 
received a total of $427 
from the raffle, which 
will be put away and 
saved until the end of 
the school year to be 
divvied up and donated. 
The senate will be hold- 
ing other money raising 
events as well through- 
out the course of the 
school year such as a 
Valentine’s Day Party where they 
will be asking for donations and 
selling roses. Bake sales and more 
raffles are also in the future for the 
senate as well. 


Election 2004 examined from 
a philosophical viewpoint 


Retired professor Jim 
Gustafson visits to 
discuss why Bush won 


By DusTIN LUCA 
News Editor 


On Dec. 10, Jim Gustafson, a 
retired philosophy professor at 
Northern Essex, was the guest speak- 
er at a meeting arranged by the 
Contemporary Affairs Club. His dis- 
cussion revolved around the philo- 
sophical foundations of the 2004 
Presidential Election. While many, 
specifically here in Massachusetts, 
feel that something went wrong in 
the election this time around, 
Gustafson took the time to explain 
why we feel things went wrong, and 
why things happened the way they 
did. 

“From an objective historical 
standpoint, there isn't a whole lot of 
difference between Republicans and 
Democrats, or liberals and conserva- 
tives in our current situation in the 
USA,” said Gustafson. “We magnify 
the differences [that we see] based on 
the things that are important to us, 
but on a grander scale, there's not all 
that much difference.” 

One of the biggest factors in this 
election were moral beliefs, partly 
due to the faci that many states 
included laws about same-sex mar- 
triage on their voting ballets. 
According to Gustafson, this was to 
be expected, especially of the conser- 
vatives. 

“More conservative people tend 
to emphasize the things that are 
wrong with the human race, the 
moral defects. This is the concept of 
sins, if you want to use religious lan- 
guage. It's the idea that there is a 
moral factor. It isn't that we don't 
know enough, it's more that even 
when we know what's right, we don't 
do it. That's a kind of moral problem. 
Whereas on the other side, more of 
what people would call the liberal 
side, tends to be influenced by what | 
call the epistemological defect rather 
than the moral defect.” 


An illustration used by Gustafson 
in explaining the epistemological 
defect, a concept that pinpoints the 
source of a problem to its roots, 
demonstrated that those who consid- 
er themselves liberals tend to put per- 
sonal virtues ahead of civic virtues, 
which would explain why so many 
liberals are for abortion rights and 
same-sex marriage. Another thing 
noted in the illustration is that liber- 
als often put religion on the sidebar 
when it comes to how they think or 
act. On the other side, conservatives 
tend to put civic virtue above every- 
thing else, and include what was 
referred to as 'moral objectivity via 
revealed religion’ at the bottom of 
priorities. Thoughts and impressions 
from religion are present, and they 
contribute to civic virtues, or the 
greater good of civic life and society. 

“Classic conservatism in political 
philosophy is represented by the 
philosophies of people like Edmund 
Burke... classic liberalism comes 
from people like John Mill...today, 
Republican conservatism, or if you 
want to put it this way, Democratic 
liberalism actually are within classic 
liberalism... the Democratic and 
Republican parties are both 
examples of classic liberals. 
Liberalism influences the 
Democratic side more, and 
conservatism influences the 
Republicans by a little 
more,” said Gustafson. 

“Can there be a rap- 
prochement, a fancy word 
for coming together. Both 
parties want virtuous peo- 
ple in a just society. 
Liberals aren't traditional 
with the old way, you know, 
acting: unilaterally when it 
comes to Iraq or with the 
coalition, and the denial of 
individual rights, why can't 
gay people marry, why can't 
we redefine marriage in a 
broader way? And with 
this, there always comes 
other considerations. 
Notice that in your society, 
if you can say that what 
you're advocating is a mat- 
ter of rights, you've basical- 


ly won at that point, because rights 
stomp everything else out. These 
new ways will lead to a more perfect 
domestic national order, where con- 
servatives really want to honor the 
old ways and traditional beliefs, and 
they believe that rights are only 
available more in the context of our 
duties. So we should respect tradi- 
tion,” said Gustafson. 

Additionally, Gustafson com- 
mented on why he feels the election 
turned out the way it did. 

“It seems that in 2004, more peo- 
ple wanted a slow and more tradi- 
tional approach to change than they 
wanted a more accelerated approach 
to change, and that's my explanation 
on why in the moral values issue in 
this election, it seemed to help 
George Bush in the red states, and 
not John Kerry in the blue states,” 
said Gustafson. “There is a separa- 
tion of church and state, but there is 
no separation of church and govern- 
ment.” 

Another matter discussed was the 
inability to achieve complete perfec- 
tion in human society, and how wag- 
ing war is only a method of coming 
closer to that level of perfection 


every nation desires. According to 
Gustafson, without waging. war, 
peaceful countries would face annihi- 
lation. 

“The moral laws in society are, in 
my judgment, a sign that society is in 
trouble. If you keep having to pass 
laws for everything, it's a sign that 
society is unraveling. You need more 
laws now than you did in the old days 
because, | think, people had more 
respects for personal virtues,” said 
Gustafson. 

If the discussion and beliefs that 
Gustafson brought to the event did 
anything, it showed, very accurately, 
how delicate things can be in society, 
and how anything can turn even 
events as large as presidential elec- 
tions around in a heart beat. 

The Contemporary Affairs Club 
regularly holds events to discuss 
issues relative to life in the 21st cen- 
tury. For information regarding 
future Contemporary Affairs Club 
events, refer to the “NECC 
Information” boards scattered around 
campus, and in future issues of the 
NECC Observer, in the campus 
briefs, located on page seven. 
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Jim Gustafson, a retired Philosophy professor at NECC, shed 
light on very good reasons for how Bush won again. 
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Protesters swarm Boston Common 


Protesters speak out 
against war and Bushs 
actions as president 


By SAMANTHA SAMUEL 
Contributing Reporter 


On Saturday, Dec. 4, the 
Socialist's Alternative of Boston, a 
college-based group of anti-imperial 
leftists dedicated to making anyone 
subjected to exploitation from the 
government aware of political alter- 
natives, hosted an anti-war protest in 
the Boston Common. Their mission 
was to discuss and educate people of 
other perspectives on what is going 
on and what potentially could happen 
in Iraq. 

Radicals of all ages swarmed 
Boston Common eagerly with signs of 
support for the speakers’ views, which 
basically bashed President Bush's 


decision to keep troops in Iraq. 

The first speaker, Nathan 
Aldrich, a student from UMass- 
Boston, has a brother currently in 
Iraq and another brother who will be 
drafted within the next four months. 

“I love my brothers, I support my 
brothers, but I don't support this 
war,” Aldrich said at the start of his 
speech. He also made it known that 
the “movement” doesn't support the 
war. 

Both of his brothers had been in 
the National Guard for 15 years and 
they have five more years left to 
serve to receive their benefits for 
serving this country. 

Aldrich continued to say that this 
war is not about liberating the Iraqi 
people, it is about oil control and 
dominance of a vulnerable country. 

Another UMass-Boston student, 
Matt Steuert, said the moral impera- 
tive of this protest is to end the war. 

With the budget of the war 
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Crowds attended the event, staged Saturday, Dec. 4, 
to voice how they feel about current affairs. 


Successful musician, walking the campus 


Dr. Andrew Woolf 
celebrates the release 
of a new album 


By ZACH GOBEIL 
Contributing Reporter 


While walking by Dr. Andrew 
Woolf in the hallways of 
Northern Essex Community 
College, one wouldn't expect 
that, on top of his career as a 
teacher, he is also quite the musi- 
cian. 

Woolf grew up in White 
Plains, NY. As a child, his earli- 
est musical memories involve 
playing with plastic harmonicas 
and ukuleles. 

"I didn't really know how to 
play, but I liked the sound that 
was coming from these instru- 
ments,” said Woolf. 

In the sixth grade, Woolf 
picked up a violin, his first seri- 
ous attempt at playing a real 
instrument. He played the violin 
in a school orchestra and took 
lessons at a local conservatory. 

"I was never very good, and 


didn't 
Woolf. 

As a young man, rock and roll 
was just breaking out onto the 
main scene, but Woolf was too 
preoccupied in a folk and blues 


like to practice" added 


increasing, the exploitation of the 
working man increases by severe 
cuts in social programs and school 
tuitions increasing. 

“We must stay organized, we 
together have a great opportunity to 
end this war,” said Steuert. 

Steuert is a member of the 
Socialist's Alternative of Boston and 
feels that the working Iraqi people 
should be given political control. 

He ended his speech by giving a 
harsh statistic that says the U.S. will 
no longer be the sole super power of 
the world for the next generation 

“I don't identify with the U.S. 
Government, we should rule,” said 
Steuert. 

Patrick Ayers, another protester, 
spoke briefly at the demonstration, 
spread the message that the war is a 
disaster and the solution does not 
begin until we bring the troops home. 
Ayers feels people are subconscious- 
ly creating a new party, the millions 
versus the millionaires. We are the 
first generation who will make less 
than their parents, which is shocking 
because the cost of living seems to 
increase every day. 

He also stated that we must sup- 
port the Iraqi’s democratic rights. 
They deserve safe working condi- 
tions and proper pay. Ayers stressed 
that in order to see change, the angry 
must continue to stay angry. 

Ayers ended by quoting the civil 
rights movement, “Each One Teach 
One,” which correlates with the mes- 
sage being given by the speakers. 

The crowd, filled with anticipa- 
tion and a strong sense of resistance 
against the war, felt totally connected 
as Howard Zinn, a radical/leftist 
activist who is well respected for his 
ideas and books he has written, 
walked up to the microphone. 

Everyone silenced when Zinn 
started to speak, starting with how 


music revival, that is also known 
abroad as the "beatnik" genera- 
tion. Focusing on mainly folk 
and blues music from the south 
and the Appalachian area, a 
favorite of Woolf's was 


Woolf sits and plays a banjo. Over the years, he has 
released multiple albums and even pieces of art. 


a 


i] 


One of the protesters at the event, pictured wearing a 
costume that speaks out against war in its entirety. 


public opinions show 50 percent of 
the popular vote goes against the war. 

Additionally, we should be able 
to live in a country that doesn't have 
military and corporal interest, 
according to Zinn. This country 
should be seeking respect, not hate. 

In order to counteract what is 
going on, Zinn asked students to 
request their names not be given out 
to Armed Service Recruitment 
Centers, since they now have the 
right to take students names, even if 
these students are not 18 years of age 
yet. 

According to Zinn, he feels belit- 
tled, disappointed and angry because 
of the conflict of interest between the 
“political leaders” and the American 
people. 

“The period must change. What 
we need is of a much larger scale 
than what is going on in the Boston 


Mississippi Jon Hurt, 
a blues artist that 
perfected the three 
finger pick. He also 
inspired Andy to pick 
up this method of 
playing the guitar. 

Now Woolf is all 
grown up, and has 
mastered six instru- 
ments that include 
the fiddle, banjo, 
guitar, ukulele, auto- 
harp and the thumb 
piano. He has a 
degree in ethnomusi- 
cology from Tufts 
University and 
spends his free time 
jamming away at 
Contra dances, folk 
and bluegrass, festi- 
vals and weddings, just to name a 
few. 

He says he loves music 
because “one night the audience 
at a show couldn't care less about 
the music your playing, but the 
next night you could have thou- 
sands of screaming fans listening 
to your every note.” 

Woolf likes to make his 
music fun with mimicking and 


, 


One 


Common today, but it's a start and we 
will do it,” said Zinn, closing his 
speech. 

About 150 to 200 people then 
wildly applauded, filled with encour- 
agement, and continued to peaceful- 
ly, yet enthusiastically, march down 
the streets of Boston. Protesters were 
chanting things like, “No blood for 
oil,” “Drop Bush, not bombs,” and, a 
popular favorite, “Move Bush, get 
out of the way, get out of the way 
Bush, get out of the way,” a spoof of 
lyrics in a song by rapper Ludacris. 

In the meantime, police officials 
were on foot, horse and motorcycle, 
attentively following to make sure no 
protester got out of control. 

To get involved with future 
marches, more information is avail- 
able ~at the FLS.T. 
www. fightimperialismstandtogeth- 


website, 


er.org. 


of Woolf's albums, avilable 
online and through the bookstore. 


parodies, and says to all musi- 
cians, "Make each gig weirder 
than the last.” 

He prides himself in special- 
izing in “musical humor", and 
has a new album that was just 
produced titled "Gibberish 
Journey,” that can be purchased 
by seeing Woolf in the hallways 
of NECC or visiting his web site 
at www.Andy Woolf.com. 


Page 9 NECC Observer Dec. 15, 2004 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Whipping down 
a giant hill on an icy 
train track. The seat 
is the only thing not 
moving. Finally the 
train slows down 
and gets back to the 
story. “The Polar 
Express” in 3D at the IMAX theater 
is something to behold. 

Jordan’s furniture in Reading, 
Mass. is the home of the giant IMAX 
theater. 

“The Polar Express” is the story 
of a train that travels the North Pole 
on Christmas Eve. A young boy is 
starting to realize that Santa Claus 
doesn’t really exist. He sees and 
hears his parents talking and comes 
to the conclusion that they are the 
real Santa Claus. 

The magic of Christmas when 
you're a child is like no other time in 
your life. When the boy finally gives 
up on finally seeing Santa arrive the 
Polar Express pulls into his front 
yard. Tom Hanks, as the animated 
conductor, can’t be late as he offers 
the boy a train ride. Once he finally 
agrees he finds this magical train 
filled with other kids, seemingly all 


there for different reasons. 

A journey ensues through every- 
thing from blizzards, icy ponds, and 
even a giant field of reindeer who 
block the track. Eventually the train 
arrives at the North Pole and all the 
children the truth about 
Christmas and Santa Claus. 

Although the movie is rated G, it 
is something the whole family can 
enjoy. Anyone who is still a child at 
heart will fall in love with the char- 
acters and its theme. The story is 
sweet and makes it easy to believe 
again. 


learn 


The animation on this movie is 
enough to make it worth watching. 
It’s hard to tell that these characters 
are only animated. They are extreme- 
ly lifelike, right down to the hair 
blowing in the wind, or the little lines 
that go across the knuckles. 

Animation has come a long way 
since cartoonists drew each frame by 
hand. I recommend seeing “The 
Polar Express” in 3D to get the whole 
experience. 

It’s hard to get tickets but well 
worth it. 

Jordan’s furniture is like one big 


PolarExpressmovie.com photo 


ry 
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Vibrant flowers made out of nothing but jelly beans. 


indoor amusemen park. Of course 
they sell furniture, but that’s only the 
beginning. Upon walking in the door 
there is Beantown, where mostly 
everything is made of jelly beans. 
Not only is the candy store, which of 
course sells every variety of jelly 
bean imaginable, made of jelly 
beans, but there are flowers, a gigan- 
tic banana: split, the walls, thetables 
and more. 

Jordan’s also offers a water light 
show. Water squirts up and is accom- 
panied by music and lights. 


Guests can sit down at a jelly 
bean table with an ice cream from 
Richardson’s and enjoy the light 
show or a trapeze act. These same 
guests can also take a turn on the 
trapeze. An actual trapeze is set up 
just like a circus. 

Shooting games, a diner and 
many more sites all within this giant 
furniture store. What jelly beans, ice 
cream or 3D movies has to do with 
selling furniture, who knows. But it’s 
worth the trip to see the spectacles. 
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The metal world loses a guitar hero 


Former Pantera 
guitarist slain by 
obsessed fan 


By PAUL J. BROWN 
Contributing Reporter 


I woke up 
to tragedy on 
the morning of 
Deco Asa! 
tuned into the 
start of the 
Howard Stern 
show I heard 
the newsflash. 

“Dimebag 
Darrell, former 
guitarist of the thrash metal band 
Pantera, was killed last night.” 

The incident took place in 
Columbus, Ohio at the Alrosa Villa 
club. Dimebag and his brother Vinnie 
Paul’s (ex-Pantera drummer) new 
band Damageplan took the stage at 
10 pm. Barely 30 seconds into the 
set, an unknown man, later revealed 
to be Nathan Gale, walked on-stage 
dressed in a hooded sweatshirt and a 
hockey jersey. He started screaming 
about the breakup of Pantera and 
then proceeded to take out a gun and 
fire off several shots. Gale was 
obsessed with Pantera and was even 
planning to sue them for stealing his 
songs, according to the Associated 
Press. 

Dimebag, whose real name was 
Darrell Abbot, was struck at least 
five or six times, including a shot in 


the head. Before the carnage ended, 
Gale had also killed Erin Halk, a club 
employee who loaded band eqip- 
ment, Nathan Bray a fan, and Jeff 
Thompson a band bodyguard. Two 
other band employees were also 
injured. 

At 10:18 pm, police arrived on 
the scene and killed the suspect. 

This news breaks my _ heart 
because Dimebag Darrell and 
Pantera were a part of my life since I 
was 14-years-old. 

They were the only metal band in 
the mainstream championing the 
cause of their genre in the 90s, while 
everybody else just wanted to be as 


quaint, PC and utterly boring as a 
band like Pearl Jam. In the face of 
alternative rock, Dime’s band 
debuted at #1 on the Billboard charts 
with their 1994 album “Far Beyond 
Driven.” 

In Pantera, you had a highly 
skilled group of musicians that were 
relentless with their music. 

Vinnie Paul with his sharp 
drumming and double bass; Rex 
Brown working on the bottom end 
with his playing: Philip 
Anselmo, the outspoken, opinionat- 
ed to a fault frontman, who could 
growl likea rabid animal or be soul- 
ful with a clean voice. Then, there 


bass 
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Darrell “Dimebag” Abbott (1966-2004) 


was Dimebag, a true guitar hero, he 
would make his Dean and Washburn 
models shriek out with each lick, riff 
and lead. 

Dime was a guitarist who dared 
to be loud amidst the low volume 
garbage that the test marketers 
approved of for MTV back then. 

Pantera won over fans in the 


Jong time heavy metal tradition of 


word-of-mouth. Though they don’t 


_ have a single Grammy on their 


shelves or massive airplay, songs 
like “This Love,” “I’m Broken,” 
“Walk” and the informal classic “F- 
ing Hostile” were always met with 
banging heads and loud cheers from 
the fans. 


AP photo 
Fans of Dimebag Darrell sing during a candlelight 
vigil outside the Alrosa Villa Club in Ohio Dec. 9. 


Three years ago I saw Pantera 
on two occasions, once in Lowell 
and then again in Worcester. Those 
were the last times I had attended a 
show in an arena, but it was for a 
band that was arena worthy. Myself, 
as well as many other friends that 
were into Pantera now have more 
than enough reason to always cher- 
ish those memories. There will 
never be another band like Pantera 
and there will never be another gui- 
tarist who will play with the zeal of 
Dimebag Darrell. . 

Nothing will ever erase the exis- 
tence of the mighty Dimebag 
Darrell. May he rest in Peace. 


<) 
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The Postal Service gives stamp of approval 
of band with the same name after lawsuit 


a me 


The United States government 
decided to let the band continue to 


By Tim McCALL 
Contributing Reporter 


Last November The U.S. Postal 
Service sued the electronic pop band, 
The Postal Service, for copyright 
infringement. This lawsuit prevented 
the band from’ releasing any work 
until the suit was settled. 

Finally almost a year to this day 
the lawsuit was filed and the fight 
was over. The U.S. Government 
decided to let the band continue to 
use the name after hearing founding 
members, Ben Gibbard, of Death 
Cab For Cutie, and 
Tamborello, of Dntel, sent tapes to 


Jimmy 


one another through the mail for the 
other to collaborate on. 

During the entire production of 
the album, the two only met twice in 
LosAngeles to redo vocal tracks and 
to add guest performer,s singer song- 
writer Jen Wood and Rilo Kiley’s 
singer, Jenny Lewis. 

Little did they know their side 
project would go on to sell 400,000 
units and become the second best 
seller of all time for their label Sub 


Pop Records. Nirvana’s “Bleach” 
holds the record for selling the most 
records for the label. 

Also in the settlement the band 
had to agree to allow their songs to 
be used in commercials. They also 
had to let post offices across the 
country sell their album and perform 
at this year Postal Worker 


Convention. 


With the lawsuit over and done 
with the band can now continue to 
release material right where they left 
off. They are now re-releasing their 
album “Give Up” on vinyl format. 

To make this edition of the album 
worth the wait they are packaging it 
with an extra record which has the 
tracks from their two singles and the 


B sides that went with them. They 
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use the name. 


made the records red and white 
instead of the traditional black color 
we are use to because of our parent’s 
record collections. 

Also in the packaging there is a 
double sided poster that is of the art 
work of the singles. With the poster 
there are the liner notes in book form 
in a much larger format than the 
CD’s format which makes it seem 
like a story book. 

A standout track in this package 
is the B side “Such Great Heights” 
performed by labelmate Iron and 
Wine. The Postal Service cover is a 
very soft melodic rendition and is 
also found on the Garden State 
Soundtrack. 

Another one of the new standout 


tracks is The Postal Service cover of 
the Flaming Lips song “Suddenly 
Everything Has Changed.” With the 
beats turned down, this song is simi- 
lar to a Death Cab For Cutie album- 
track, but the song is still a beautiful 
cover and very well done. 

Following the re-release of their 
album, The Postal Service plans to 
release a third and final single in 
February. This single will contain 
one album track in original form; 
two remixes of other album tracks 
and a new an unheard B side. 

With the members of The Postal 
Service busy with their other bands 
they do not have any plans to work 


on another album until late 2005. 


Kelly Clarkson’s second album, ‘Breakaway,’ 
proves she’s more than the usual reality TV star 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


When 
named _ the 


Kelly Clarkson was 

winner of the first 
American Idol two years ago fans of 
the show cheered. 

It was the first time someone 
with actual talent won on a reality 
show, 

Clarkson blew fans and the 
judges away, even Simon Cowell, 
who never seems to like anything 

After Clarkson won, her single, 
“A Moment Like This” leaped from 
52 to #1 faster than any song in his- 
tory, breaking the record previously 
held by the Beatles 

Her first album, “Thankful,” was 
a success and even debuted at #1, but 
some fans got the sense that this 
wasn’t exactly what Clarkson was all 
about. It seemed like the record label 
took Clarkson and packaged her into 
what they wanted. With songs like, 
“Low,” and “Beautiful Disaster,” 
fans were able to hear the real 
Clarkson trying to break out of the 
mold she was forced into 

Many artists are usually forced 
to do what the record labels tell them 
to do on their first album. If the 
album turns out to be successful then 
the artist is given a little more free- 
dom on their sophomore effort. This 
is again the case with Clarkson's 
aptly titled, 


second album 


“Breakaway,” released Nov, 30 


A lot more rock and soul and no 
traces of the weak R&B that her first 
album was drowned with. Clarkson's 


untouchable voice is still heard in 


slow tempo songs like, “Because of 


You,” and “Where is Your Heart.” 

“Because of You” is a heart 
wrenching song that can’t help but 
make chills run up the spine. The 
chorus caught me off guard and | 
couldn't help but listen to the song 
over and over again 

“Because of you I never stray 


too far from the sidewalk / Because 


of you I learned to play on the safe 
side so I don’t get hurt 
you | find it hard to trust not only 
me, but everyone around me 
Because of you | am afraid.” 
Probably one of the best songs 
on the album. Clarkson co-wrote 


this song along with former 
Evanescence members Ben Moody 
and Dave Hodges and it is said to be 
eventually released as a single. 
Though in the song, “Behind 


Hazel Eyes,” Clarkson seems to 


Avril Lavigne for a few 


channel 
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In 2002 Clarkson beat out thousands of hopefuls to 
become the first American Idol. 


Because of 


moments, Lavigne could hardly 


touch the vocal strength that 
Clarkson has. Clarkson has no need 
for lip synching or computer aided 
voice help. I speak from experience. 
I was able to see her live in concert 
and she was as flawless as on the 
album. No need for back up track- 
shere. For those that aren’t con- 
vinced the album also has a live ver- 
sion of “Beautiful Disaster.” It’s 
nothing but Clarkson’s voice and a 
piano to back her up. 

It's easy for most to write off 
Clarkson as just another pop star 
wanna-be, but I think the proof is in 


the music. Clarkson can sing and her 
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With two successful albums under her belt, Clarkson 
is still going strong proving she is no one hit wonder. 


songs sell. 

Clarkson also co-wrote many 
other songs on the album proving 
she isn’t just a record label’s puppet. 

Clarkson is in a class of her own 
with actual talent. 

She isn’t a “star” like Britney 
Spears for example, instead 
Clarkson is a singer. Sometimes tal- 
ent does get you far into the busi- 
ness. Although Clarkson will always 
be known as the first American Idol, 
it shouldn’t be something that is held 
against her. She has broken the 15 
minutes of fame rule by two years 


and two best selling albums. 
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SO PAUL. YOU'RE ACTUALLY DOING )]#! DIDN'T SAY YOU WERE DOING IT WELL 
Hirer er THIS YEAR. Pn} YOU WRITE LIKE YOU'RE A TEENAGER. 
"MW IMPR i bY 


"..SO IN CONCLUSION, YOU'RE A LOUSY 
PROFESSOR AND THAT'S WHY | DON'T 
KNOW HOW TO ANSWER THIS QUESTION.” 
| MEAN, WHAT IS THAT? WHY NOT JUST 
LEAVE IT BLANK? “ 


AMBITION, 
0 


—_ ——~/ 
4Y0U SLEEP IN) 

(See 
) 


EIOH BULL. YOU'RE JUST SO OLD THAT : 
[YOU THINK EVERYTHING IS A TEENAGER. 2 (IT SEEMED LIKE A GOOD IDEA 
S GREAT D/ WHAT GIVES/2}4] YOU THINK FIRE IS A TEENAGER. p——}| fps” Py AT THE TIME. | DONT KNOW. 


You JUST SIT 
AROUND WATCHING 
Ww. 


DMPIS ASU AB HOTU FLW EAS SI BCU I IWIY HOOT OF TI 


O 


BY BILLY O'KEEFE www.meeny.com 


HEY, YOU'RE THAT GIRL FROM]? i PSSH, OF COURSE | KNOW 
Nase, R i YOUR NAME. IT'S... WELL— 
‘ SO.1'M GONNA ASK YOu OuT.|") f RG e . 
{ : ' Pay 
> a | 4 ¢ & = Z 2 \ E 


i) A : g : 

'5 YOU CAN'T ASK NICELY? NO FLOWERS ~ 
(S THAT RIGHT. SO IS THAT OR DINNER? DO YOU EVEN KNOW MY] |IT'S NOT ON MY 
WHAT YOU'RE DOING THEN? 43) NAME OR DOES THAT EVEN MATTER/2| |BE WHAT YOU'RE 


The Quigmans By Buddy Hickerson KRT 


Crossword 


Excus@ Me...CAN I HAve THE ACROSS 
TiMé, ROUGHLY? 1 String quartet 
: , member 


6 Type of test 
10 Roosevelt coin 
14 Stand by for 
15 Fabricated 
16 Historic periods 
17 Stable sound 
18 Sailing 
19 Slit in a garment 
20 Avoid 
22 Boor 
23 Feed the pot 
24 La-la lead-in 
25 Danger-has- 

passed signal 
27 Emphasized 
31 Debtor’s letters 
32 Boisterous 
33 Wandered 
aimlessly 

38 UFO crew 
39 Hawaiian staple 
41 Average grade 
42 Poetic tribute 
43 Hostile critic 
46 Profoundly wise 


29 


1cFerfon /nine 


> 
a 


~ ea a 
= a ro} 
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47 Shortened All rights reserved. 
shortener 
48 Harassed 
51 Markdown 6 GPs’ ora. H 
55 Always, ina Th Waterfall Solutions 
% : : poem 8 Utopian y 
I'D Like a DeECAFFACINNO 56 One of HOMES 9 Time limit 
; 57 D.C. VIP 10 Cheapen Vv 
FRAPFa CHaPPA DAPPA DINGO Re Rardlesder 11 Goodnight git! of Ae 
IcE BLENDED LAST OF THE MoccA- i hee song sta 
: . irst name in i 
HiCANS VANILLA IC€ Ice BETTER aie se ee ay 
LATTe’ THAN NEVER SMooTHie 63 Caesar's last compound Gl 
yi date 21 Existed 
WITH 4 SHOT oF SeLF-EXPRESSO, 65 Botch 26 Secret 
_ = 66 Formerly owned language A 
= 67 Fairy-tale 27 Iditarod 
monster transportation 
68 Great brilliance 28 Lug : Yo 
69 Cerise and 29 Oxidize [IN| HHO] 1 [3[N] 
crimson 30 Give off slv alalv[wi si ivimv| 
70 Brooding location 34 Farm aIw ral 9 olalals 
71 Considers measurement 
35 Leo's 
DOWN interjection 45 Jacks or better, 53 Referenced 
1 Raw sugar 36 Sharp side in poker 54 Marsh plant 
2 Sheep moms 37 Property record 46 PoetRobertW. 59 Royale or Wight 
3 Not ofthe cloth 39 Meat paste 49 Male or female _ 60 Paraffin-coated 
4 Illuminated 40 Event 50 ___up (united) cheese 
5 Unnamed 44 Peruses once 51 Object mildly 61 Decomposes 
persons again 52 Obliterate 64 Harden 


> 


The tolerance of a Starbucks 
barista is severely tested. 


i i 


& 
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Here to give advice 
and the scoop on all 


that is fashion 


JENNIFER LENA 
Contributing Reporter 


So we have 
come to the end 
of the semester 
and the begin- 
ning of a new 


season. While 
your mother 
might have 


advised you not 

to wear white, I say throw traditional 
ideas out the window. 

The sparkling white of the season 

is what will influence the winter 

wardrobe this year. Some might say, 


“Oh it will get dirty from the slush 
and salt.” If you fear this then try 
clothing that is easily washable or 
made from water resistant material. 

The classy style seen in the fall is 
still present this winter. A very tai- 
lored and classic look still holds true. 
The men's suit tailored for women 
seems a must for at least one party 
this year. Not comfy in men's cloth- 
ing? No problem. Look for feminine, 
light colors in soft sweaters. A cash- 
mere or angora with a hint of sparkle 
in the knit is one of the prettiest ways 
to look fashionable during the winter 
months. 

All around, the look for winter 
screams ‘Ice Queen.’ Big, comfy 
sweaters in cool colors; pants in 
cream, and fluffy white hats and mit- 
tens. Make-up also has a 'chilly’ feel 
to it. Shimmery gold or siiver eye 
shadow and pale lips look great with 


an ensemble. Throw in the hint of 
color with the blush and you will 
look like you just stepped in from out 
of the cold. 

With all that bundling up, It 
might be hard to see your acces- 


sories. Pick one thing and play it up 
with your wardrobe. Whether it be 
pearls, remember wear piles on your 
neck and no other jewelry. If you 
want to wear diamonds, wear large 
studs. Sometimes simple makes the 


as chilly as the season 


greatest impression. 

For holiday parties, it's sparkle, 
sparkle, sparkle. The most dramatic 
thing to wear is whites, creams, silver 
or gold. The most dramatic elegance 
comes in the form of a floor length 
gown. If it's more of a casual cocktail 
party then go for a shorter, elegant 
dress. A super-sexy idea is to rent a 
men's tux and unbutton it a bit, wear- 
ing a layer of pearls. Pair it with 
some sexy pumps, and a sleek hand- 
bag and VOILA! You have a surpris- 
ingly sexy and fun women's outfit. 

I hope you all have enjoyed my 
articles for the past two seasons that 
I've been writing them. Please take 
from the basics and create a unique 
style and look that defines who you 
are. That is the greatest fashion sense 
of all. 


Prevent gaining extra weight during the holidays 


By CASSANDRA SPRATLING 
Knight Rider Newspapers (KRT) 


The period between 
Thanksgiving and New Year's Day 
could easily be dubbed the eating 
season. 

Staying slim or trimming down is 
a challenge facing weight-conscious 
Americans year-round, but this time 
of year outweighs all others. 

There are several big holidays in 
the coming six weeks. That means 
big meals, football games, office par- 
ties, house parties and opportunities 
to munch all over the malls. 

There are more reasons to eat and 
eat a lot. In addition, the many chores 
of holiday planning and preparation 
can cut into exercise routines. Add to 
that the stress that sometimes comes 
with the holidays, kids demanding 
more than Santa can deliver, visiting 
relatives, traveling, cleaning house; 
and the pounds, if you're not careful, 
can pile up like snow. But unlike 
snow, they don't easily melt away. 

How much of a problem is it? 
Americans typically gain between 3 
and 10 pounds during the winter hol- 
idays. 

The next few weeks will bring 
Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day, Hanukkah, New 
Year's Eve, New Year's Day and 
seven days of Kwanzaa. 
"The problem is it's not just five days 
of overeating. It's five to six weeks of 
overeating,” says Jeanne Stevenson, 
health educator and dietitian at 
Henry Ford Health System's Cardiac 
Rehabilitation Program. "It's a whole 
season of eating things you don't nor- 
mally eat. Rich desserts, Christmas 
cookies, nuts. People who don't nor- 
mally indulge in alcohol have beer 
around for the games, champagne 
during the new year." 
Fitness and nutrition experts say peo- 
ple can experience holidays free of 
worry if they do some planning. 

The key to surviving without 
gaining is being prepared, say 
Stevenson and a coworker, Melissa 
VanZant, an exercise specialist. 
When you know you're going to eat 
out, plan accordingly. Fat a light 
breakfast and a light lunch so you can 
enjoy a bigger meal later. Do not 
starve yourself all day, they say. 
Not eating in expectation of a big 
meal makes you hungrier by the time 
you get to that meal so you're more 
likely to overeat and more likely to 
pile your plate with foods you would- 


n't choose if you weren't so hungry. 
Furthermore, smaller, lighter meals 
help rev up your metabolism so the 
body more easily burns the foods that 
are consumed, Stevenson says. 

Going to a holiday party? Eat a 
piece of fruit or a bowl of cereal 
before you go, Stevenson says. 
Better still, she advises, take foods to 
the party that you can enjoy guilt- 
free, such as a fruit tray or a veg- 
etable tray with a low-fat yogurt dip. 
The same goes for all-day shopping 
sprees at the mall. Eat before you go, 
Pack nutritious snacks in your purse 
and car because when you get hungry 
or enticing aromas call to you, you'll 
have greater control if you're not 
famished or if you have a handy 
alternative. Drink water. Drink water. 
Drink water. Stevenson advises at 
least 6 to 8 glasses a day. 

Another dietitian, Kenda Tibbs 
who is food services manager at 
Michigan State University, advises 
that people seek healthier ways to 
prepare traditional dishes. 

"Make healthy substitutions,” 
says Tibbs, who wrote the cookbook 
"Healthy Food, Healthy Soul" 
(Michigan Public Health Institute). 

A few examples: Use smoked 
turkey instead of ham hocks for sea- 
soning vegetables. Use onions, pep- 


pers, celery, garlic and fresh herbs to 
season foods instead of salt and sea- 
soning salt. Saute with cooking spray 
instead of butter, margarine or other 
Use low-fat or no-fat evaporat- 
ed milk instead of evaporated milk. 
Use light or low-fat mayonnaise 
instead of regular mayonnaise. 
Prepare the stuffing outside of the 
turkey. Stuffing cooked in the turkey 
collects more fat. 
Use broth instead of butter or mar- 
garine to keep stuffing moist. 
Remove fat from the gravy by letting 
it cool, then skimming the hardened 
fat from the top. 
Even if a pie recipe calls for double 
crust, use a single one. 

Weight-loss — coach Linda 
Spangle, who wrote the book "Life Is 
Hard, Food is Easy" (LifeLine 
Press), says people have to be care- 
ful during holidays to avoid emotion- 
al eating; eating just to cope with the 
stress of the holidays. Emotional eat- 
ing also occurs when people eat cer- 
tain foods they don't ordinarily eat 
Just because it reminds them of spe- 
cial times, like being at home during 
the holiday. 

Spangle says people need to stop 
and think about why they're eating 
when they're eating. If it's because 
having relatives in your home is 


oils. 


Hadfield.net photo 


stressful, stop and find other ways to 
deal with that. For example, she sug- 
gests drinking a cup of herbal tea 
instead of eating another cookie or 
doing some relaxing deep breathing 
exercises while listening to soothing 
music. "Eating is easier, but you'll 
feel worse later on," says Spangle, 
who operates the Denver-based 
weight management program WIN- 
NERS for Life. 

Among the tips she offers for 
eating during the holidays: 

First, take the two-bite 
challenge for rich desserts. Take two 
bites only and chew each one slowly 
so you can savor the flavors. 
Immediately toss the rest. 
"The greatest enjoyment comes in 
the first two bites," she says. " 
It doesn't taste any better by the 15th 
bite. In fact, by then you'll feel pretty 
disgusted with yourself." 

Try a half-off special, she says. 
Scoop up the amount of food you'd 
normally put on your plate, then take 
off half of it. It also helps to eat slow- 
ly, she says. Make the meal last at 
least 20 minutes. Doing so gives your 
body a chance to signal the brain that 
you're full. Even if you are away 
from home, find ways to exercise. 

That's the advice of Henry Ford 
Health System's VanZant and Ross 


Colomba, director of programming 
and a dietitian at Wayne State's fit- 
ness center. 

"Find 45 minutes to an hour to 
work out," says Colomba, who is 
also a personal trainer. "Make it a 
part of your day. If you can't do 45 
minutes, do 30 minutes. It's better 
than nothing.” 

Both recommend finding ways 
to make fitness activities a part of 
family get-togethers during the holi- 
days. 

"Get a group of cousins together, 
pop in a video and have a workout 


before you eat," he says. 
VanZant agrees. Rather than 
skirting your exercise routine 


because it's the holidays, it's better to 
make the effort to stick to it. 

If you know your day is going to 
get crazy, get in the exercise first. 
You'll be less likely to do it after a 
full day of activity. 

Activities and holiday chores are 
not a substitute for an exercise regi- 
men, VanZant says. 

"You need at least 30 minutes of 
continuous biking, walking or other 
exercising." 

But she says there are things you 
can do to burn calories, including 
parking at the end of the parking lot 
at the mall so you have to walk a 
ways to and from your car or taking 
the stairs instead of the elevator or 
escalator at the mall. Force yourself 
to walk even more by parking on the 
side of the mall farthest away from 
the stores you plan to visit. 

Colomba advises people to be 
realistic about what they can accom- 
plish during the holidays. 

Unless you're extremely disci- 
plined, you should not start a diet 
during this season, he says. 

"It takes a huge amount of disci- 
pline to diet during the holidays. The 
last thing you want to do is watch 
everybody else eating and having a 
good time while you're on some 
restrictive diet. You're setting your- 
self up for failure." 

He advises many of his clients 
not to think about losing weight dur- 
ing the holidays, but to simply try to 
maintain their current weight. 

Stevenson and VanZant also say 
enjoy the holidays, but plan your eat- 
ing, control the amount, drink lots of 
water and exercise. 
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Fashion pick of the week 


By MAKEEBA FRASER 
Style Editor 


Laura Totten has a unique style 
that she describes as altered, eclectic 
and scavenged. This third semester 
electronic technician major says, “I 
would describe my style as pretty 
off-beat and hip because | don't see 
other people wearing what I wear.” 

When asked why she described 
her style as altered and scavenged, 
Totten replied, “It's altered because 
everything | wear has to be altered 
since I'm so small, and I guess scav- 
enged, if it's the right word, because I 
shop at thrift stores and yard sales. I 
like my clothes to also make me look 
taller and once I'm confident, I'm set 
to go.” 

When shopping around for 
clothes, Totten looks for a tailored fit 
and bright colors. She admits that her 
style is also influenced by what her 
sister lets her borrow, and occasion- 
ally what's on sale each week. 

Totten's personality is definitely 
reflected in her sense of style. She 
says that she's extremely frugal, thus 
her preference for shopping at thrift 
stores. 

“I wear clothes that probably 
came out a year ago as opposed to 
what's new in the mall.” 

Personally, Totten says she feels 
her style is updated to her expecta- 
tions, however she admits her sister 
doesn't. 

“My sister is always telling me to 
look in a fashion magazine, and I do 
sometimes. I buy ELLE magazine, 
which is my favorite because it is 
feminist geared.” 


Although 
Totten loves brows- 
ing thrift stores, she 
says she does go to 
the mall and buys 
clothes that are in 
season. 

“I got this jack- 
et for this season at 
the mall and last 
season | bought 
some Ugg boots.” 

Her shoes, 
Totten says, are 


———————_—¢6¢o—_—_—_—_ 


Totten’s motto is: 
Go with the flow and wear 


what you want. 


Makeeba Fraser photo 


skater shoes, which 
she finds very com- 
fortable. 

“Even though 
they are boy shoes, 
they are comfort- 
able and I used to 
skateboard so it's 
kind of a part of me 


as well.” 
Apart from her 
shoes, there are 


many other items 
that Totten says rep- 


resent who she is as an individual. 
She represents her sister, who is 
Chinese, by wearing a fish pendant 
she bought in Chinatown; it is 
attached cleverly to a dog chain 
around her neck. Also, her gouged 
ears represent her punk alternative 
sense. Totten's unusual yet eclectic 
style has brought this punk skater 
from boarding down ramps to sliding 
onto the pages of this week's fashion 
pick. 


Makeeba photo 
Check out those skater shoes and 


fish chain. I’m so feeling that pose! 


KRT 
Dec. 13-19, 2004 


9 ARIES (March 21-April 
20) Personal reflection will 

captivate your attention over 
the next 4 days. Unproductive patterns 
between loved ones can now be easily 
identified and dispelled. Use this time 
to accept yesterday's disappointments 
and acknowledge today's positive 
influences. After Thursday a new era of 
emotional growth arrives: stay open 
and watch for meaningful change. 
Friday through Sunday financial 
restrictions may be bothersome. 
Remain patient: options will soon 


expand. 
0) May 20) Before mid-week 
close friends and relatives 
may be unexpectedly moody. Long- 
term relationships will now begin a 
brief but intense phase of lost ambition 
or indecision. Don't be unnerved: loved 
ones may now need to evaluate their 
own attitudes, habits or behaviors. 
Encourage privacy and deep thought: 
your empathy will be appreciated. 
After Thursday group social invitations 
increase: expect colleagues or new 
friends to openly seek your attention. 
{| 21) Workplace discussions 
this week provide a glimpse 
into the private agendas of officials. 
Office policy, long-term funding and 


team planning are all accented. Remain 
silent and gather important facts: 


TAURUS (April 21- 


GEMINI (May 21-June 


revised duties and fresh assignments 
will soon arrive. Wednesday through 
Saturday accent romance, sensuality 
and sultry displays of affection. Many 
Geminis may soon choose between 
long-term security and exotic attrac- 
tion. Stay balanced: there's much to 
consider. 


~O) CANCER (June 22-July 
© 22) Over the next few days, a 

close friend or relative may 
outline an elaborate plan for increased 
education, revised workplace skills or 
a fast career change. Much of this is 
positive but will also be delayed: 
expect meaningful action to begin after 
mid-January. Thursday through 
Saturday new social invitations may 
quickly lead to lasting romance: pay 
special attention to returning friends, 
visiting relatives and unique group 
events. Avoid controversy: passions 


will be high. 
JS) Financial planning — will 
require special attention over 
the next 4 days. Long-term goals, 
although positive, may be temporarily 
unreachable. Don't be dismayed; at 
present, added home and _ family 
expenses are both necessary and pro- 
ductive. Flexibility and creative think- 
ing will bring meaningful results. Later 
this week, younger friends or relatives 
may request family advice. Remain 
diplomatic: traditional roles in the 
home and private jealousies may be on 
the agenda. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 


r VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
IQ 22) This week, lovers and 
marital partners ask for emo- 
tional clarity, long-term commitments 
or renewed promises. Listen closely to 
the needs of others: proposed lifestyle 
changes, social expansion and family 
acceptance may now be more impor- 
tant than anticipated. After Friday, 
work officials may announce improved 
schedules, shared duties or revised 
payment plans. Minor details and legal 
requirements prove misleading: thor- 
oughly study all facts and numbers. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) Co-workers and business 
‘suena Partners are unusually cheer- 
ful over the next few days. Close col- 
leagues, however, may be masking 
insecurity with optimism, zany antics 
or humor. Offer genuine but subtle sig- 
nals of acceptance: before next week 
your empathy and social awareness 
will be greatly appreciated. After 
Thursday, friends and lovers may press 
for renewed public commitments in 
long-term relationships. Don't hesitate: 
your reaction will be carefully scruti- 
nized. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
I, Noy. 22) Nostalgic reflec- 
tion will now captivate the 


thoughts of loved ones. Before mid- 
week, yesterday's romantic ideals and 
postponed home plans demand discus- 
sion. Join in and explore positive mem- 
ories: your participation will not be 
forgotten. Thursday through Saturday 
also highlight renewed employment 
contracts and rare business opportuni- 
ties. Over the next 18 weeks, career 
luck is extremely high: pay special 


attention to the financial or communi- 


cations industries. 
x 23-Dec. 21) Older friends or 
relatives may this week pro- 
pose unexpected family gatherings, 
improved home plans or creative social 
activities. Restlessness and low self- 
esteem are now a strong influence. 
Shared goals or revised lifestyles will 
soon be a priority: encourage fresh 
ideas, no matter how small or unrealis- 
tic. After Thursday, new business ven- 
tures work to your advantage. Respond 
quickly to all proposals: in the coming 
weeks potential work partners will 


bring powerful rewards. 
© Jan. 20) Renovations, home 
planning and costly repairs 
may cause minor family tensions over 
the next 4 days. Refuse to be derailed 
by criticism or small delays: before 
next week loved ones may be more 
doubtful than is necessary. After 
Wednesday, powerful dreams and vivid 
impressions are highlighted. Quick, 
personal revelations may soon lead to 
important improvements: expect 
friends or lovers to push for renewed 
commitments, bold public statements 
or lasting decisions. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 


WN Feb. 19) Social discussions 
VN may be misleading this 


week. After Tuesday, someone close 
may present surprising information 
concerning the past behavior and 
habits of a mutual friend or relative. 
Remain cautious and avoid impulse 
reactions: patience, added insights and 


accurate details will soon provide clar- 
ity. Thursday through Saturday a new 
friend or colleague may announce 
unexpected feelings of attraction. 
Remain cautious: a diplomatic or sen- 
sitive approach is best. 


PISCES (Feb. 20-March 
} 20) Several weeks of minor 
disagreements between 
friends or lovers will now 
fade. Pay special attention to a renewed 
sense of group acceptance. Loved ones 
will no longer question the sincerity of 
new acquaintances. After mid-week 
plan new financial strategies. Long- 
term business changes may soon 
demand attention: before mid-January 
complex decisions from key officials 
will require serious discussion. Trust 
your instincts: unproductive contracts 
need to end. 


IF YOUR BIRTHDAY IS THIS 
WEEK: Lovers and long-term friends 
may ask for greater access to your pri- 
vate thoughts and family life over the 
next 2 to 3 months. Intimate relation- 
ships will now begin an intense phase 
of emotional decision: use this time to 
evaluate long-term goals and challenge 
unacceptable behaviors in key relation- 
ships. Vital decisions will be necessary 
before mid-March: stay focused and 
watch for subtle changes. April 
through early June also highlight con- 
troversial financial decisions from 
older relatives, employers or mentors. 
If so, expect a powerful wave of job 
improvement and career advancement 
to arrive throughout the summer 
months. 
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NECC gaining 
confidence with 
good defensive play 


By CHuRISPHAIR 
Sports Editor 


On Dec. 13, the NECC Men 
basketball team prepared to play 
against Bunker Hill Community 
College. “We're very confident 
going into tonight's game coming 
off two good wins,” said coach Joe 
Tardif in a pre game interview. 

The Knights are 7-7 overall on 
the season going into tonight's 
game. “Bunker Hill Community 
College is the best team in the con- 
ference, but we're very confident in 
our ability to play defense. We need 
to have a good defensive game to 


Big changes on the 
way in baseball and 
football 


By STEVE COTE 
Contributing Reporter 


Let’s talk 
baseball! 


World Series 
MVP Manny 
Ramirez being 
traded to the 
New York Mets 
has been 
squashed. According to Sporting 
News reporter Ken Rosenthal a trade 
to the Mets is not imminent and there 
is no truth to the reports coming out of 
the winter meetings. Padro Martinez 
will be leaving the Sox now that he 
has agreed to a 4-year $50 million 
deal with the Mets 

But other rumors are saying that 
the Red Sox might be interested in 
trading Manny for Cliff Floyd. In my 
opinion however, that doesn’t make 


Rumors of 


Dec. 15, 2004 


win” said coach Tardif. 

The team is coming off the 
biggest win of the season beating 
Roxbury on the road.” We played a 
good defensive game against 
Roxbury and come out with the win 
on the road. No team has ever beat- 
en Roxbury at home” said NECC 
leading scorer, Joe Tardif. 

Monday night the Knights were 
prepared to improve their record to 
8-7 on the season 

Bunker Hill is a very powerful 
offensive game with ace, Eric 


Downy who will play a big part in 
tonight's game. “We focused our 
defense around Eric Downy who is 
going to Northeastern next year” 
said Tardif. 

A win would be a good way to 
go into break with three big wins. 
The team opened the season with 10 
of the first 14 games on the road 
going 7-7. 

“We proved we can win big 
games on the road and we're going 
to need to do that in the playoffs,” 
said coach Tardif. 


a 6 


No team has beaten Roxbury at 


home 


-Joe Tardif 


much sense. The Red Sox had both 
Manny and Floyd two seasons ago 
and elected to use Floyd very sparing- 
ly in the outfield. Floyd was also not 
very productive with the bat. The Sox 
chose to release him to free agency at 
the end of the season because of his 
hefty price tag. But Theo Epstein was 
not in charge back then, and according 
to most people in baseball, Theo 
knows what he’s doing, just look at 


Sox. 


Dustin Luca photo 


NECC men’s basketball team warms up for a game 
against Bunker Hill Community College. 


Roster changes for Pats and Sox 
__ 


Theo knows what he’s doing, just look 
at what he has done since joining the 


what he has done since joining the 
Sox. 


Other Red Sox news has 
the Red Sox signing 42- 
year-old left-handed pitcher 
’ David Wells to a one-year 
contract. This seems to be a 
good move, if he can stay 
healthy it would be of great 
importance to have a left 
handed starter who could 
provide five or six quality 
innings. Many may think 
signing a 42 year old starting 
pitcher is a mistake, but if 
you look at what he did last 
year he started 30 games 
which is a lot for a pitcher of 
that age and with his some- 
what out of shape physique 
and reputation for being a 


KRT photo party animal he seems to 


al 
sil ge remain healthy for the playoffs. 


thrive on these situations and becomes 
a very effective pitcher. Only time 
will tell on how this move will work 
out. 

On the football front! Charlie 
Weis our beloved New England, 
Patriots offensive coordinator will be 
leaving at the end of this season to 
become the head football coach of the 
infamous Notre Dame Fighting 
Irish next season. He will be sore- 
ly missed in New England but it is 
also a good thing he choose a col- 
lege team to coach and not one in 
the NFL. As it would be a tough 
task for the Patriots and all the 
other teams to defend against his 
unpredictable offensive style. Lets 
hope the Patriots can win another 
super bowl ring. What a nice part- 
ing gift that would be for him. 

If I’m not mistaken yester- 
days Patriots win over the 
Bengals clinched them another 
division title, but the remaining 
few games will determine 
whether or not they will have 
home field advantage throughout 
the playoffs, so lets pull for some 
more wins and hope the team can 


Patriots are real team players 


New England is 
proud to have a team 
that works together 


By STEPHEN MCCARTHY 
Contributing Reporter 


The New England Patriots are 
coming off last year’s Super Bowl 
victory over the Carolina Panthers. 
As with any season under head coach 
Bill Belichick, the team came into 
the season with high expectations. 

The team has done even better 
than anyone could have imagined, 
considering the two starting cormer- 
backs ~ Ty Law and Tyrone Poole - 
have been injured for most of the sea- 


son so far. Even sophomore 
Samuel 
been forced out of countless 


corner Asante has 
games with various injuries. 
Players the 
squad have had to fill in for 


from practice 
the ailing secondary. Players 
Randal Gay and Earthwind 
Moreland, along with wide 
receiver Troy Brown, have 
filled in from time to time. 

Throughout all the trou- 
ble, the Pats stand at a solid record, 
with 12 wins and only one loss, to the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. 

With injuries to both starting cor- 
ners, a coach cannot use his ordinary 
defensive setup that they would with 
a healthy team. But Belichick is not 
just any coach. He is considered a 
defensive wizard; so to him, it is just 


another challenge. Plus, he’s getting 
a little help from his friends. 

As banged up as the secondary is, 
one player has been there all season 
Safety Rodney Harrison, who was 
acquired by the team just last season, 
has taken on the task of keeping this 
secondary in playable ability. The 
veteran captain has done a com- 
mendable job of keeping the defense 


3 0. eons 


The Patriots team has some of the most 
unselfish players who will play both offense and 
defense. 


in check and teaching the young 
rookies what they are supposed to do. 
He has even had to have a wide 
receiver, Troy Brown, in the defense 
Along with co-defensive captain 
Richard Seymour, the two have kept 
the defense together. 

The Patriots team has some of 
the most unselfish players who will 
play both offense and defense. 


Players include Seymour, 
who plays fullback on certain 
offensive plays as well as 
playing every play on the 
defensive line. Linebacker 
Mike Vrabel will take plays 
at tight end in goal line situa- 
tions. He has scored two 
offensive touchdowns in his 
career. The first was in last 
year’s Super Bowl and one 
this season. Brown also plays 
in the defensive secondary. 

The Patriots will look to keep 
plugging in players until Law and 
Poole can make their respective 
returns. The team will just have to 
keep doing what they are doing in 
order to continue their winning ways. 
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Want to really get connected? © 


At Northern Essex Community College 


you have the opportunity to take two courses 


together, get credit for both,.learn and study 
with the same group of students. 


Spring | 2005 


Dead Write! 

Course Info.: 2605 SOC 108S-HLC 

Death and Dying MWF 9:00-10:00 C216 
Course Info.: 2606 ENG 102S-HLC 

English Composition !| MWF 10;00-! 1:00 C216 


= : Decide how you would like to be remembered—write about a death that affect- 
| h ht b ft ed you—visit a funeral parlor when you're not grieving—all in a supportive com- 
ave yo U t '@) ug a (@) Uu a munity, and for college credit. How can sociology help us understand death and 
: 5 ms dying? How can literature enlarge our experience of death and dying? And how 
e é can writing help us to express our own opinions about death and dying? This 
Learn i Nn i oO Mm Mm u Nn It ? : learning community integrates two courses to explore these sensitive issues, 
bd y* : using fiction, drama, poetry, short stories, sociological texts and non-fiction. 
mee? Expect writing assignments, group projects, class activities, and even humor to 

help us achieve our goals. 


In Learning Communities, two faculty members 

; me 3 Instructors: Sandra DeVellis | sdevellis@necc.mass.edu 
have planned the courses together, teach the Priscilla Bellairs | pbellairs@necc.mass.edu 
courses together and have created an exciting 
theme- based curriculum that will help yeu Gee Comparing Civilizations Il: Looking at the World through History 
towards your academic goals. ae and erate 


Course Info.: 2299 LIT272H-HLC 
World Literature If MWF 10:00-11:00 C110 
Course Info.: 2300 HIS|22H-HLC 
World Civilization 1] MWF 9:00-10;00 C! 10 


This Learning Community will integrate V id Civilization 1 and World Literature 
I! and focus on the period from about | 2 present. We will use literary 
texts to better understand the cultures that produced them and we will use his- 
torical texts to shed light the tur st importantly, students will be 
actively engaged p between the two disciplines, 
and in understanding their own roles as learners. We will all work to create a sup- 
portive community for learning. NOTE: World Civilization | and World Literature 
| are NOT pre-requisites for this Learning Community. 


Instructors: Barbara Stachniewicz | bstachniewicz@necc.mass.edu 
Gerry Morin | gmorin@necc,mass. 


It's Not Easy Being Green 
Course Info.: 1768 ENG!O1R-HLC 


What did students have to say about their” RE O's? Composidon | OVE #00.10:00 CIs 
* College Reading MWF 10:00-11:00 CIIS 


éxperience in a Learning Sonranity class? > mUSTacimpunied by eke alg 


This learning community integrates English Composition | and College Reading. 
We will explore environmental issues with attention to the impact of modern 


se y , 
In my Learning Comaniey class, Jaughed a ie worked hard aid ane lifestyles on our shrinking natural resources. Reading, writing, and discussion will 
made new friends: This course has given me more than any other. nat. ees focus on these questions, as we seek to learn more about ourselves, our natural 
$ environment, and the planet we inhabit. 
We debated issues, we learned how to work together and no one 
: Instructors: Joanna Fortna | jfortna@necc.mass.edu 
was geriental, | felt everyone listened to what | had to say" $ Eugene Wintner | ewintner@necc.mass.edu 


“| had a wonderful experience in my Learning Community, The 


classes are great and the teachers really care about how we're Course Info.: 2293 ENG102C-HLC 
English Composition II TR 10:30-12:00 C220 


doing. | think the Learning Community will help me achieve my Ba Course Info 2294 SOCI04C-HLC 


Born or Bred: The Criminal in Fact & Fiction 


riminol R 9:15-10: 2 
goals in the future.” Intro, To Criminology TR 9:15-10:30 C220 
Why are people so fascinated with crime and criminals? What is the root of this 
pre-occupation and how valid is the information on which it is based? By pairing 
: English Composition II with Criminology, this learning community will learn to dif- 
“ 3 5 * 7: % ferentiate between the criminal in fact and fiction by investigating the nature of 
| really enjoyed the Learning Community. | liked getting to know crime and the criminal. Students will gain a realistic view of the sociological caus- 


es and consequences of contemporary crime and the people who commit it by 


people in the class and being able to work with the same people. BS Seuciinig arid Gridne abOUs-currenc. events, worksot iiesce: aaa 
This is my first year at college and | feel that the Learning ioe en tanoss tie Up exercises ancliachy ides : 
Community has been the best possible experience for me.” f Instructors: Susan Sanders | ssanders@necc.mass.edu 


Cynthia Crivaro | ccrivaro@necc.mass.edu 


www.necc.mass.edu/learningcommunities 
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Photo Essay 


Celebrating the holidays at NECC 


Photos taken by Dustin Luca 


Children enjoyed 
many holiday crafts 
as they celebrated 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Editor 


It was that time of year again for the 
NECC students, faculty, staff and their 
children to enjoy the activities, crafts, food 
and a visit from Santa at the annual 
Seasonal Celebration and Children’s 
Holiday Party held last Wednesday in the 
Sports and Fitness Center on the Haverhill 
campus. Many students were also at the 
celebration as volunteers to help make the 
spints of the children bright as they helped 
at craft tables and helped children create 
decorations for the holidays. 

“We have the baseball team, student 
ambassadors and the student leadership 
program as well as other students who 
came by to volunteer,” said Jodi Pactulan 
of student activities. 

Craft tables were set up all over the 
lobby of the Sports and Fitness Center 
where children could make snowflake 
pins, penguin igloos, Reese’s Peanut 
Butter Cup Christmas Trees, sock snow- 
men, a Hanukkah banner and many other 
items that resembled various holiday tradi- 
tions. 

“Yeah, I’m having a good time,” said 
Rob Pope, a member of the NECC base- 
ball team. “The coach set us up as volun- 
teers to help out the kids.” 

Jessica Faucher, an’ NECC student, 
was set up at a craft table where she helped 
the children create reindeer out of Popsicle 

“I come over a lot and help out,” said 
Faucher. 

Patrick Bourassa, president of student 
ambassadors, sat content behind a com- 
puter called “The Pharaoh’s Scribe,” 
which would print out a name written in 
ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics. 

Many holidays were celebrated at this 


event, with such holidays ranging from 
Three Kings Day to the Chinese New 
Year. From the informational aspect of the 
celebration, posters were designed to 
explain and represent each holiday cele- 
brated during this time of year as well as a 
taste of the holiday culture at each table, 
represented by different goodies that 
everyone could try. 

“We try to celebrate holidays from all 
the different cultures. We bring in food 
from the different cultures to celebrate,” 
said Student Activities Dina Brown who 
was dressed in Indian dress-wear to cele- 
brate her husband’s culture with flashy 
gold earnings and bracelets. 

Food was brought in to celebrate the 
Spanish, Italian, French, Oriental, Indian 
and American culture 

“We have arroz-con pollo, a Spanish 
food which is rice with chicken, we have 
Asian Thai chicken, we have Indian food 
called Alu Tikki, it’s a patty with potato, 
peas, spinach and Indian spices,” 
explained Maria Hom an administrative 
assistant who continued down the whole 
buffet table with explanations. 

Children dove nght in to experience 
the flavors and aromas of all the cultures, 
until the bells of Santa Claus were heard, 
sparking a life like no other in the children 
at the event. 

“I want a Schwin bicycle,” said 12- 
year-old John Santiago who seemed to 
have a lot more on his list. When it came 
to his tum to sit on Santa’s lap and take the 
famous photo Old Saint Nick, Santa had to 
hold up his finger and mouth “Wait a 
minute,” to the photographer who was 
helping Santa by taking free Polaroid pic- 
tures Of every child that sat with Santa. 

While waiting in line and standing on 
tippy-toes to see Santa, eight-year-old 
Taylor Shain said, “I’m going to ask Santa 
for Video Now discs.” 

“I want a Play Station 2 for 
Christmas,” said Nick Barretto, 11. 

The line to see Santa was almost out 


the door as the children waited to rattle off 


their Christmas wishes. 
The celebration was a success for the 
children as it is every year. 


The buffet table was overloaded with food from 
various cultures. 
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John Santiago t 
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Children lined up to take their pictures wi 


Student Activities’ Dina Brown 
dresses to celebrate her hus- 
band’s Indian culture. 
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Jodi-Ann Simmonds-Brown stands proud by her gin- 
gerbread man she decorated. 


